Anonymous caller ‘warns 5 Israel 

BEIRUT (R) — An anonymous telephone caller* said Monday 
suicide groups would launch a massive attack in the ft cm pied 
P al es ti n i an territory unless Israel withdrew to tmnptfrnm sXittK 
Lebanese villages within 12 hours. The caller, saying he spoke for 
the "National and Islamic Resistance movement,” told a Western 
news agency in Beirut: “We warn Israel to Hft the siege of Zra- 
riyeh, Jarjouh. Axzay, Jbeih AJ Halweh, Kfar Kila and other 
villages and withdraw to rear lines within 12 hours. If our dem- 
ands are not met, our suicide groups will embark on their biggest 
earthquake, unprecedented throughout the world, w ithin occ- 
upied Falestnuantenitoiy." The organisation he said te spoke for . 
iSthooghttobeakx>SecrfflKtinn nffdireKm fimd nmffnrtaK ^is Amu! 
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Officer, 5 cadets die in Dead Sea 


AMMAN (Petra) — One army officer and five military academy 
cadets died, one officer was injured and two others were missing 
after a mishap during a training exercise at the Dead Sea, a 
spokesman for the Armed Forces General Headquarters said 
Monday. The spokesman said the incident occurred midnight 
Sunday when a boat carrying the nine overturned in the Dead Sea 
because of bad weather conditions. The spokesman named the 
dead officer as Major Ahmad Haroun and the cadets as: Kaled 
Ahmad Badreer, Ajwad Badr A1 Qadi, Sami Abdul Kareenr 
Quran, and Haidar Rafiz Antoom. Cadets Ali Madad Mizel’and 
Fawaz Barakat Rawashadeh were still missing and search for 
them was continuing, the spokesman added. 
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^Charles, Diana 

) tu 

dn^AMMAN (AP) — Britain’s Pri- 
T^ nce Charles and Princess Diana 
sus^'were vacationing in Aqaba Mon- 
arch day as guests of Their Majesties 
King Hussein and Queen Noor. 
i the Royal Palace announced. The 

* royal couple took up a lon- 
gstanding invitation from the 
King, an old friend of Queen Eli- 
zabeth £1 and her family, a Buc- 

- kingham Palace spokesman said in 
’ 2 :.; London. The 36-year-old heir to 
«*•: the British throne and his *23- 
. p: , year-old wife will spend at least a 
tj- week in Jordan, the spokesman 
c : said. Last March, the queen and 
her husband. Prince Philip, made 
^ a five-day state visit to Jordan. 

r. 

; r • Somali minister 

Heaves Amman 

<* 

/ AMMAN (Petra) — Somali Min- 
ister of State for Foreign Affairs ; 
l~ Mohammad Ali Hamid left 
Amman Monday after a three-day | 
J ~ visit during which he delivered a 
•• message to His Majesty King Hus- 
sein from Somali President Moh- 
> ammad Siad Barre dealing with 
* Arab affairs and bilateral rel- 

■ at ions. 

; Aziz arrives in 
; Paris for talks j 

‘ PARIS (R) — Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz arrived here. 
Monday for talks with French lea- 
ders expected to focus on the Gulf 
war, officials said. France has been 
Iraq’s leading Western arms sup- 
.- plier during the conflict with Iran. 

■ Mr. Chadii Klibi, secretaiy- 
general of the Arab League which 
has beefitrymg to halttbe fighting, * 
was meanwhile flying to Paris 
from Tunis Monday for similar 
discussions. 

Bomb explodes 
in Israeli bus 

VeL AVIV (R) — A bomb exp-, 
loded inside an empty Israeli bus 
Monday, causing no casualties, 
police said. The vehicle’s driver 
discovered the explosive device 
under a seat after its passengers, 
had disembarked at the Rehovoth 
bus station. “1 drove the bus to a 
deserted lot and told a mai- 
ntenance worker to keep people 
away,” be told armed forces radio. 

“ I called the police but by the time 
they got there, the bomb had exp- 
loded.” Police said no one was 
hurt in the blast but the bus was 
damaged. The radio repotted 
about 50 Arabs were detained for 
^.questioning. I 

/ i 

India frees eight 
top Sikh leaders 

NEW DELHI (R) — The Indian 
government Monday announced 
the release of top leaders of the 
Sikh’s main political party, the 
Akali Dal, from nine month’s det- 
ention. Home (Interior) Minister 
S.B. Chavan told reporters det- 
ention orders on eight Sikh lea- 
ders arrested shortly after troops 
stormed the Sikh Golden Temple 
last June, had been withdrawn 
with immediate effect. They inc- 
. lude Akali Dal President Har- 
v chand Singh Longowal and Jagdev 

* Singh Taiwan di, who heads a rival 
pac{y faction. 
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Ailing Soviet president dies at 73 after long battle with lung disease 

Gorbachev succeeds Chernenko 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Soviet Pre- 
sident Konstantin Chernenko died 
Sunday after a long-standing battle 
with a lung disease and Mikhail S. 
Gorbachev, 54, a member of the ruling 
politburo, was named Monday to rep- 
lace him. 


Mr. Chernenko, 73, who bed 
been ailing for some time, died on 
Sunday at 7.20 p.m. after barely 
13 months in power, .the Soviet 
News Agency TASS announced. 

His ftineral will take place on 
Wednesday in Moscow’s Red 
Square and his body wffl first lie in 
state at the Hall of Columns. 

Mr. Gorbachev’s speedy ele- 
ction to the top post in the Com- 
munist Patty within 12 bouts of 
Mr. Chernenko's death was reg- 
arded by Western diplomats as 
confirmation that his election was 
not disputed. 

Mr. Chernenko took over the 
post, regarded as the most pow- 
erful in the Soviet Union, in Feb- 


ruary 1884 on the death of pre- 
decessor Yuri Andropov and bec- 
ame president two months later. 

It took two days to announce a 
successor to veteran leader Leo- 
nid Brezhnev in 1982 and almost 
four days for Mr. Andropov to be 
named. 

Mr. Gorbachev’s election as 
party leader means that be will 
automatically become president at 
the next session of the Supreme 
Soviet which is scheduled to take 
place within a few months. 

The death announcement was 
delayed for almost 19 hours. But 
Moscow quickly went into mou- 
rning, with radio broadcasts con- 
tinuing the somber classical music 


that had started m early morning. 

Black-draped flags were hung 
by crews working under sunny 
skies with relatively warm 
minus-6 degrees C (21 degrees F) 
temperatures. 

Mr. Chernenko’s portrait was 
placed on the front of the House of 
Unions and window displays were 
hurriedly cleared to make way for 
black-bordered portraits of the 
late president. -Police squads 
began sealing off the area around 
the House of Unions, which will 
be tightly restricted until after the 
funeral. 

A medical bulletin issued by the 
government confirmed reports 
that Mr. Chernenko had long suf- 
fered from the lung disease emp- 
hysema and said his ailment was 
complicated by chronic hepatitis. 

The first indication that Mr. 
Gorbachev would be named gen- 
eral secretary came when TASS 
announced that he would head 
Mr. Chernenko’s funeral com- 
mission. Mr. Chernenko per- 
formed that function for Mr. And- 
ropov in February 1984, and Mr. 
Andropov earlier arranged the 
.funeral of Mr. Brezhnev. 





Konstantin Chernenko 

TASS said Mr. Gorbachev was 
elected unanimously at an ext- 
raordinary meeting of the party 
Central Committee after being 
put before the committee by For- 
eign Minister Andrei A. Gro- 
myko. But the quick move made it 
clear the decision had been made 
during Mr. Chernenko's pro- 
longed illness. 

After accepting the leadership, 
Mr. Gorbachev spoke of the arms 
control talks with the United Sta- 


MJkhaK Gorbachev 

res opening Tuesday in Geneva, 
saying he wanted to confirm that 
there was no change in the Soviet 
position. 

“We are not looking for sup- 
eriority over the United States. 
We want an end to the arms race, 
not its continuation... and not the 
creation of new arms systems whe- 
ther in space or on earth,” he said . 

In Geneva, it was announced 
that the Soviet and American del- 
egations to the talks had agreed to 


Austria supports 
Jordan-PLO accord 


B y Sa’ad G. Hatter 

Jordan Tfanes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Austrian Foreign 
. Minister Leopol d Gr alz Monday 
voiced ins country’s support to the 
Feb. 11 Jordanian-Falestinian 
agreement on joint action towards- 
Middle East peace and said Aus- 
tria will exert efforts with the-Eur- 
opean Community (EC), the Uni- 
ted States and the Soviet Union to 
find a just solution to the Pal- 
estinian problem. 

Speaking at a meeting with For- 
eign Minister Taher A1 Masri dur- 
ing which the Middle East que- 
stion and means to bolster 
Austrian-Jordanian relations 
were discussed, Mr. Gratz said 
Austria was keen to seek an end to 
the Arab- Israeli conflict. 

Mr. Masri briefed Mr. Gratz on 
the Feb. 11 agreement between 
Jordan and the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) and 
'said the accord aims at con- 
tributing towards securing peace 
in accordance with U.N. res- 
olutions. Tbe accord is also in 
harmony with-the Fez Arab Sum- 
mit resolutions, which enshrine 
the principle of “land in exchange 
for peace” within a framework of 
a comprehensive settlement, Mr. 
Masri told Mr. Gratz. 

Later on Monday, the Austrian 
minister met Minister of Occupied 


Territories Affairs Shawkar 
Mahmoud and Minister of Ind- 
ustry and Trade Jawad A1 Anani. 

Daring his meeting with Mr. 
Mahmoudi the Austrian minister 
was briefed' bn' the' cirrreiit sit-' 
tiatioti in the Israeli-occupied 
-West Bank and Gaza Strip and the 
“Israeli occupation authorities 
oppressive and arbit r ary measures 
against Arab citizens, pressure on 
Arab educational institutions and 
health and economic org- 
anisations,” the Jordanian News 
Agency, Petra, said. 

Mr. Mahmoud also briefed Mr. 
Gratz on obstacles facing Arab 
industrial development in the occ- 
upied West Bank and Israers set- 
tlement and expansionist policies, ■ 
it said. 

Mr. Mahmoud pointed out Isr- 
aels expropriation of more than 
53 per cent of Arab land to set up 
colonies, and its recent decision to 
build another nine new set- 
tlements on confiscated Arab 
land, Petra said. 

Dr. Anani and Mr. Gratz later 
discussed means for bolstering 
trade and economic bilateral coo- 
peration. Tbe Austrian minister 
voiced his country’s interest in 
contributing to the imp- 
lementation of Jordan’s new 
1986-90 five-year development 

(Continued on page 2) 


Israeli engineers lift on to tbe back of a truck the 
remains of an Israeli army vehicle which was hit by a 


suicide car bomb near tbe Lebanese-Lsraeli border 
on Sunday, killing 12 Israeli soldiers (AP wire photo) 


Mubarak begins 
Washington talks 


Iran, Iraq strike deep at each 
other, accept U.N. call for truce 
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WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
‘Egyptian President Hosni Mub- 
arak Monday opened talks with 
U.S. officials in which he wasexp- 
ected to be questioned closely 
about recent Middle East peace 
moves. ___ 

Mr. Mubarak, who wQI meet 
President Reagan at the White 
House Tuesday, has called for 
U.S. talks with a joint Jordanian- ' 
Palestinian delegation to-be fol- 
lowed by direct negoriatiomwitb 
the Israelis. 

But a senior U.S. official said 
! Monday that the United States “ is 
not interested in pre-negotiations 
with the Palestinians.” 

The official, briefing reporters 
on Mr. Mubarak’s visit on con- 
dition that he was not identified, 
.said the U.S. goal remained direct - 
negotiations with “an Arab int- 
■ eriocutor able and willing to sit at 
the bargaining table with Israel.” 
However, the official did not- 
completely rule out U.S. talks with 
; a joint delegation if it served a use- 
ful purpose. 

During a busy round of talks 
Monday Mr. Mubarak was seeing 
Defence Secretary Caspar Wei- 
nberger and Secretary of State 
George Shultz. 

The official who briefed rep- 
orters said tbe administration 
wanted to hear more about Mr. 
Mubarak’s proposals for talks to 
•further the Middle East peace 


process and on an agreement on a 
framework of peace between Jor- 
dan and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO).“ 

President Mubarak said in rem- 
arks published Monday he expects 
no immediate U.S. response to his 
proposals but that Cairo’s exc- 
hanges with Washington so far 
have been “positive". 

The remarks appeared in a 
Washington-d ate lined story by 
the correspondent of tbe aut- 
horitative Cairo newspaper Ai 
Abram. 

“We do not expect immediate 
responses from the United Sta- 
tes,” Al Ah ram quoted Mr. Mub- 
arak as saying. 

“We are engaged in discussions 
and we are waiting. We are trying 
to persuade (the Americans), and 
the results wfl] then emerge. But 
the contacts that have taken place 
so far with the United States were 
positive." 

. Mr. Mubarak wiQ also put his 
case for a big increase in American 
aid during his talk* with U.S. off- 
icials. 

Mr. Mubarak was discussing 
economic issues in his talks Mon- 
day with Treasury Secretary 
James Baker, Trade Rep- 
resentative Bill Brock and Com- 
merce Secretary Malcolm Bal- 
drige. 

Mubarak explores E.S. readiness 
to resume peace efforts, page 4 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iranian 
and Iraqi jet fighters raided res- 
idential neighbourhoods deep in 
each other’s territories Monday in 
the eighth day of ibcir border fla- 
reup, according to war com- 
muniques and eyewitness reports 
by various news agencies. 

The Ir anian air attack killed 13 
persons and wounded “scores of 
others” in the residential nei- 
1 gh bo ur hoods of Kasra and Atash 
and the one million-populated 
Saddam City, respectively 12 and 
10 kilometres east of Baghdad, 
witnesses and residents said quo- 
ted by the Associated Press said. 

An Iranian joint staff com- 
munique said Iranian warplanes 
struck at “predetermined" points 
in Baghdad after an early morning 
Iraqi air raid on tbe Iranian city of 
Bakhtaran (formerly • Ker- 
manshah) which, by Iranian 
count, killed at least 70 persons 
and wo unded 500 others in add- 
ition to destroying more than 200 
houses. 

The Iraqis also bombed and 
damaged unidentified facilities at 
Pott Khomeini (formerly Bandar 
Shahpur) on the northeastern tip 
of the Gulf, said IRNA, the off- 
icial Iranian news agency. 

Later Sunday, Iran said it would 
accept a United Nations call to 
stop attacks on civilian Gulf war 
targets from midnight Monday 
and Iraq expressed readiness to do 
likewise. 

This follows a week-long wave 
of retaliatory raids, which gained 
in intensity and shattered an agr- 
eement on hitting civilian areas 
forged last June by U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez de 


Cuellar. 

Hours after Iran said it had 
bombed Baghdad suburbs Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Vel- 
layati told Mr. Perez de Cuellar in 
a cable his country would respect 
the call if Iraq did the same. 

In Baghdad, Iraqi Foreign Min- 
ister Tareq Azi 2 said he had told 
the U.N. chief he was ready to go 
immediately to New York for 
fflifes with U.N. officials on the 
question of attacks. 

In Baghdad, eyewitnesses quo- 
ted by Reuter said three Iranian 
planes bombed the eastern out- 
skirts of the city, killing at least 1 0 
people. And in Basra, residents 
said the southern port city und- 
erwent hs heaviest bombardment 
in a week of Iranian shelling. 

There was no official Iraqi 
comment on the raid on Baghdad, 
where warning sirens sounded and 
anti-aircraft fire was heard. But a 
military spokesman said an Ira- 
nian plane attacked an area about 
30 kilometres to the east of the 
city "and tied. 

A black-turbaned Iraqi mother, 
who arrived in Baghdad by taxi 
along with her four children, said 
the Iranians fired two rockets at 
Saddam City. 

She attributed the information 
about rite casualties to “eve- 
rybody" in the densely-populated 
Saddam City, named after Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. 

She said all the casualties were 
’"Chilians, women, men and chi- 
ldren, most of whom were killed 
under the rubble” 

An eyewitness, who refused to 
be identified, told the AP that at 
.lews two Iranian jet fighters “str- 


afed the main road and the inside 
streets for less than five minutes” 
in Kasra and Atash. 

The low-flying jet fighters, said 
tbe witness, drew heavy fire from 
anti-aircraft guns deployed aro- 
und Baghdad. The raiding jets 
“ did not bomb or rocket, as far as I 
have^seen,” he said. 

Air raid sirens wailed in Bag-- 
hdad for a half hour as the Iranians 
were raiding east of the capital, 
but no planes were seen over the 
city itself. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
later said a “large naval target” 
was bit in an Iraqi attack near 
Kharg Island, the main Iranian oil 
terminal 185 kilometres (115 
miles) southeast of Iraq in the 
Gulf region. 

Baghdad Radio quoted a mil- 
itary spokesman as saying the att- 
ack took place at 3.45 p.m. (1245 
GMT). 

All the Iraqi planes returned 
safely to their base, he said. 

In Amman, Minister of Culture, 
Tourism and Industry and acting 
Minister of Information Taher 
Hikmat Monday condemned 
Iran's shelling of Iraqi cities. 

In a statement to the Iraqi News 
Agency, Mr. Hikmat said: "We 
believe the such inhumane mea- 
sures are only a reflection of the 
Iranian weakness in the real bat- 
tlefield." 

He praised Iraq’s positive res- 
ponse to international calls for a 
.peaceful settlement to the Gulf 
conflict, and called on all int- 
ernational powers and org- 
anisations to effectively move to 
put a stop to the war and force Iran 
to accept peace. 


open the negotiations on schedule 
Tuesday despite Mr. Chernenko's 
death. 

In Moscow. Foreign Minister 
Gromyko went ahead with talks 
Monday morning with visiting 
French External Relations Min- 
ister Roland Dumas. 

At 54. Mr. Gorbachev is the 
youngest member of the ruling 
politburo and his appointment 
marks the first step in a transition 
of power from the “old guard" of 
the Kremlin to a younger gen- 
eration of leaders. 

Mr. Gorbachev, who reputedly 
lost a bid for power following Mr. 
Andropov’s death, had become 
more visible under Mr. Che- 
rnenko and appeared to have 
taken over important ideological 
and foreign policy duties as well as 
continuing in his economic posts. 

His positioning at public events 
in the politburo lineup over the 
past year,. led most Western dip- 
lomats to label him the second 
man in the politburo. Pravda edi- 
tor Viktor Afanasyev once called 

(Continued on page 2) 


Obeidat to head 
official delegation 
to attend funeral 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Ahmad Obeidat 
will head an official Jor- 
danian delegation to attend 
the funeral of Soviet Pre- 
sident Konstantin Che- 
rnenko ch£ Wednesday, the 
Jordanian News Agency, 
Petra, said Monday. 

The delegation, which will 
include Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra’d Dm Zaid, For- 
eign Minister Taber AI 
Masri and Army Chief of 
Staff Lieutenant-General 
Fathi Abu Taleb, will leave 
for Moscow Tuesday, the 
agency added. 

Gorbachev election as swift as his 
rise: West expects no radkaheha- 
nge after Chernenko, page 4 
.Chernenko’s leadership marked 
Jjy caution, page 8 



Israelis attack 
Lebanese villages 
after suicide blast 


SIDON, Lebanon (R5 - Israeli 
and Lebanese troops fought a tank 
and heavy machine-gun battle in 
South Lebanon Monday as res- 
istance men kept up attacks on 
Israeli patrols. Lebanese military 
and security sources said. 

Military sources said heavy fig- 
hting erupted at dawn when Israeli 
infantry advanced on Zrariyeh 
and Aizay. two villages north of 
Israers Liiani River” front lines". 
Israeli tanks shelled the villages 
and Lebanese army positions nea- 
rby. wounding 12 villagers, the 
sources said. 

Lebanese troops returned fire 
but officers m the main southern 
city of Sidon, despatching rei- 
nforcements, lost contact with 
Zrariyeh shortly afterwards, the 
sources said. 

In Tel Aviv, a military spo- 
kesman said Israeli troops killed 
24 “resistance men" and detained 
10 Lebanese soldiers. 

The Lebanese sources said hel- 
icopters' landed Israeli troops at 
dawn. Villagers helped the army 
fight the Israeli advance, Beirut 
Radio quoted army sources as say- 
ing. 

Eyewitnesses later said Israeli 
troops were sealing the approach 
roads to the two villages as clouds* 
of black smoke hung over the 
area. 

The Israeli action came less 
than 24 hours after a suicide car 
bomber killed 12 Israeli troops 
and wounded 14, only metres 
from Israers border. 

■ Resistance men -fighting Israers 
occupation kept up attacks Mon- 
day with two roadside bombs in an 
area near Tyre raided frequently 
and kept nnder dusk -to- dawn cur- 
few since the start of an Israeli 


crackdown on resistance, last 
month. 

The bombs exploded as Israeli 
patrols passed but there were no 
immediate reports of casualties, 
security sources said. 

Night-Iong gunbattles raged 
.around Tyre, the scene of daily 
arrests by armoured patrols of Isr- 
aelis and militia allies. Villages 
nearby are centres of anti-Israeli 
activity. 

- The sources said Israeli hel- 
i icopters machine-gunned civilians 
crossing the Israeli “front line" 
along sideroads nearby, wounding 
two, and tanks shelled Lebanese 
army- held territory further north 
near Zrariyeh. 

At the village of Yatar. south- 
east of Tyre, Irish members of a 
U.N. peacekeeping force were 
caught in crossfire during a dash 
Sunday night between pro-Israeli 
militia and Lebanese resistance 
men, a spokesman for tbe U.N. 
force said. 

The Irish, who had held their 
fire during a similar battle there 
last Wednesday, shot some 50 
rounds over the heads of tbe mil- 
itiamen before the 15-minute 
dash ended. 

U.N. Interim Force In Lebanon 
(UNIFIL) spokesman Timor 
Goksel said there were no cas- 
ualties but added UNIFIL would 
ask the Israeli army to prevent a 
recurrence. 

Sunday’s suicide bomb attack 
was the worst on Israel's occ- 
upation force since Nov. 4, 1983. 
when 29 Israeli servicemen and 35 
Lebanese and Palestinian pri- 
soners were killed by another sui- 
cide truck-bomber. 

Israeli practices sow fear and res- 
entment, page 2 


The Embassy of the Union of Soviet Soc- 
ialist Republics in Amman announces with 
deepest regret and profound grief that 
Konstantin Ustfnovich Chernenko, Gen- 
eral Secretary of the CPSU Central Com- 
mittee, President of the Praesidium of the 
USSR Supreme Soviet, died after a grave 
'illness at 7:20 p.m. on March 10, 1985. 


The Embassy informs that the register of 
condolences will be opened at the office 
of the embassy on Tuesday and Wed- 
nesday, Mar. 12 and 13, 1985 from 10 a.m. 
to 1. p.m. 
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2 Home - Middle East news 


Sudan cracks down on 
Muslim Brotherhood 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudanese President Jaafar 
Numeiri has launched a massive crackdown on the 
Muslim Brotherhood Organisation, dismissing 11 of 
its members from government after accusing it of 
plotting to overthrow him. 


He sacked Brotherhood leader 
Hassan Turabi from his post as 
foreign affairs adviser and dis- 
missed three prominent judges, 
including Al Mikashfi Taha Al 
Kabbashy. former chairman of the 
court of appeals. 

Mr. Numeiri also fired People's 
Assembly leader Osman Muh- 
ammad Taha and Minister of State 
ai the Attorney General’s Office 
Mohammad Adam Eisa. 

The move follows clashes bet- 
ween armed supporters of the 
Brotherhood and leftist and sou- 
thern Sudanese students at Kha- 
rtoum University last month, for- 
cing its closure. 

In a radio broadcast Sunday, Mr. 
Numeiri blamed the clashes on the 
Brotherhood auid accused a for- . 


e-ign power — which he identified 
only as one that "claimed to be an 
Islamic power" — of arming it. 

The Muslim Brotherhood has a 1 
Strong presence in Sudanese 
community groups and uni- 
versities. It came into prominence 
in the government after Mr. Num- 
eiri introduced Sharia (Islamic 
Law) in September 1 983. 

But Mr. Numeiri began edging 
Brotherhood members out of 
power last fall, when he den- 
ounced them as "brothers of the 
devil" who were infiltrating the 
country’s sole political org- 
anisation. the Sudanese Socialist 
Union (SSU). 

Diplomats say Mr. Numeiri 
apparently feared the Bro- 
therhood. emboldened by the 


proclamation of Sharia, was bec- 
oming too strong. Mr. Numeiri 
Sunday purged' Turabi and two 
other prominent Brotherhood 
members from the SSU Central 
Committee. 

The crackdown also appeared to 
be aimed, at hard-line judges 
whose harsh interpretations of Isl- 
amic penalties have triggered pro- 
tests in the West. 

Mr. Kabbashy was the judge 
who confirmed the sentence last 
month on a 75- year -old Sudanese 
dissident. Republican Brothers 
Party leader Mahamoud Taha, 
who was hanged for heresy. 

Strains between the government 
and the Brotherhood emerged 
late last year when Mr. Numeiri • 
accused it of infiltrating political 
institutions and taking credit for 
the introduction of Sharia Law. 

Brotherhood members have in 
turn criticised what they feel is a 
superficial reading of Islamic jur- 
isprudence by Mr. Numeiri and a 
lack of care in applying it. 



REVIEWING REFUGEE SERVICES: 

Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidat (right) Monday 
receives at his office United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency Commissioner General Olof-Ryd- 
beck (left) for talks on the agency's budget deficit. 
Mr. Obeidat briefed Mr; Rydbedc on Jordan’s eff- 


ortetoinfluence friendly countries to increase their | 
contributions to the agency. The prime minister also 
stressed Jordan’s concern that the agency's deficit 
should not reduce services provided to Palestinian 
refugees or cots in local staff. See story on page 3 
(Petra photo) ''*■ 


Austria supports accord 


I Continued from page I) 

plan. 

Dr. Anani briefed Mr. Gratz on 
Jordan's current economic sit- 
uation and ongoing and planned 
development project. 

—He also briefed the Austrian 
minister on phosphates being 
mined at Shidieh in southern Jor- 
dan and chemical industries which 
are based on phosphates and pot- 
ash. Jordan is willing to cooperate 
with Austria in setting up joint 
TR’bjects. especially in food ind- 
ustries. and others that based on 
agricultural production on both 
the East and West Banks, Dr. 
Anani told Mr. Gratz. 

Both ministers expressed sat- 
isfaction at the level of bilateral 
cooperation in trade and eco- 
nomic affairs. Petra said. 

Mr. Gratz, who arrived in 
Amman Sunday evening, told 
reporters on arrival that he would 
discuss ways for strengthening 
Jordanian-Austrian relations. 

In his arrival statement Mr. 
Gratz also said that the Jordan- 
PLO accord was “a great con- 
tribution towards breaking the 
deadlock in the efforts for finding . 
a just peace in the Middle East." 

He said he was not carrying a 
new peace initiative or proposals 
on peace. 

The Austrian minister rei- 
terated his countr/ s stand vis- 
a-vis the Middle East situation at a 
dinner banquet given in his hon- 
our by Mr. Masri Sunday night. 
He said Austria condemns the any 
country's occupation of any other 
countries' land and demands a 
a total Israeli withdrawal from 
Arab territories occupied since 
1^67. Austria, he said, recognises 
the legitimate rights of the Pal- 
estinian people and regards the 
PLO as the sole legitimate rep- 
resentative of the Palestinian peo- 
ple which should participate in ail 
efforts for establishing peace and 
ending the Palestine problem. 

Austria has previously can ea on 


Israel to reconsider its policies and ' 
to stop building settlements in 
Arab lands and end its occupation 
of southern Lebanon. Mr. Gratz 
said. 


Gorbachev 

succeeds 

Chernenko 


. Austria, he said, realises that 
proposals made by His Majesty 
King Hussein to the Palestine Nat- 
ional Council in Amman are 
"conducive to peace and we bel- 
ieve that the Jordanian-, 
‘ Palestinian accord of Feb. 1 1 will 
p3ve the way for that peace." 

In a speech, welcoming Mr., 
Gratz to Jordan. Mr. Masri said I 
Jordan had supported all efforts to 1 
establish security and peace in the 
region, and always demanded the 
implementation of the U.N. res- 
olmionson this issue, and still con- 
sider U.N. Security Council Res- 
olution 242 as basis for a set- 
tlement. 

"Jordan seeks to end the Arab- 
Israeli conflict, safeguard the 
rights of the Palestinians in their 
homeland and guarantee the right 
of all states in the region to live in 
peace within secured and rec- 
ognised boundaries.” Mr. Masri 
said. 


Later on Monday. Armed For- 
ces Commander-in-Chief General 
Zaid Ibn Shaker received Mr. 
Gratz and discussed issues of mut- 
ual concern. 

The Austrian minister and an 
official delegation accompanying 
him later paid a visit to the Anc- 
ient Roman city of Jerash. 

Later Monday, the Austrian- 
Jordanian Friendship Society held 
a reception in honour of Mr. 
Gratz. 

The party was attended by Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs Taher Al 
Masri. Minister of Youth Hani 
Khasawneh. head of the par- 
liament's foreign affairs com- 
mittee Rizq Baiayneh. the Aus- 
trian ambassador, members of the 
diplomatic corps in Amman and 
society members. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Gorbachev "the second sec- 
retary.” 

Mr. Gorbachev visited Britain 
last December in a highly pub- 
licised trip that brought him more 
fully into the international spo- 
tlight and presented a new image 
to the West — that of a younger, 
more polished Soviet leader. 

In becoming general secretary, 
Mr. Gorbachev vaults over the 
heads of more senior men on the 
politburo, including Premier Nik- 
olai A. Tikhonov. Mr. Gromyko 
and Moscow party chief Viktor V. 
Grishin. 

It also appeared to be a triumph 
in the reported rivalry between 
Mr. Gorbachev and politburo 
member Grigori V. Romanov. 62. 
Some Western diplomats say the 
two men vied to succeed Mr. And- 
ropov and that Mr. Chernenko 
was a possible compromise enf- 
orced by the older ranks on the- 
politburo. 

A U.S. official in Geneva said -, 
Vice-President George Bush 
.would head the U.S. delegation to 
Wednesday’s funeral. Donald 
Gregg, Mr. Bush’s national sec- 
urity adviser, said Mr. Bush would 
be accompanied by Secretary of 
State George Shultz and the U.S. 
ambassador to the Soviet Union. 
Arthur Hartman, 

British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher will attend the fun- 
eral. her office said Monday. 

Other world leaders who have 
confirmed they will attend Mr. 
Chernenko’s funeral in Moscow 
on Wednesday included West 
German Chancellor Helmut Kohl. 
Finnish President Mauno Koi- 
visio, and Pakistan's General 
Mohammad Zia Ui Haq. in add- 
ition to Indian Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi. 


Senior Israeli official 
attends Africa conference 


The following story war submitted to the Israeli military censor, who 
made a significant deletion. 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Foreign Min- 
istry Director-General David 
Kimche, in Geneva for a con- 
ference on fighting famin e in Afr- 
ica, said Monday he would offer 
Israeli agricultural aid to 
drought-stricken countries on the 
continent. 

Mr. Kimche also said he hoped 
to meet with representatives of 
some African countries with 
which Israel has no diplomatic rel- 
ations. 

" I have come with a very simple 
proposal of agricultural ass- 
istance. We have experience with 
farming in an arid climate, so we 
definitely have something to sell.” 
Mr. Kimche said in an Israeli 
Radio interview. "I definitely 
hope ril have meetings with some 
of the representatives here.” 


Most African countries affected 
by the drought have no diplomatic 
relations with Israel. Some of 
them, including Ethiopia, broke 
ties during the 1973 Mideast war. 

But Israel maintains quiet bus- 
iness links and development pro- 
jects in countries that have refused 
to resume diplomatic relations, 
such as Nigeria. 

Asked about prospects of re- 
establishing relations with some 
countries at the conference, Mr. 
Kimche told the radio: “There is 
always progress being made but 
we must have patience, and we 
do." 

He said he also expected to 
meet U.S. Vice-President George 
Bush, who just completed a 
week’s tour of hunger-ridden 
areas including Sudan 


Romanian 
vice-president 
arrives in 
Damascus 


DAMASCUS (R) — Romanian 
Vice-President Manea Manescu 
arrived in Damascus Monday for 
talks with Syrian officials, the Syr- 
ian News Agency SANA rep- 
orted. 

He was greeted at Damascus 
Airport by Prime Minis ter Abdul 
Rauf Al Kasm and Economy and 
Foreign Trade Minister Salim 
Yassin. 

SANA made no mention of the 
subjects to be discussed, but it was 
believed the talks would focus on 
the situation in the Middle East 
and economic relations between 
the two countries. 

The Romanian delegation inc- 
ludes senior officials of the min- 
istries of foreign affairs and for- 
eign trade. 
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Israeli harsh practices 

in South Lebanon 
sow fear, resentment 

TYRE, Lebanon (R) — Israel's attack Israeli 

harsh ana-guerrilla tactics have bommW 
sown fear and resentment in flu. str °?SP°„ „ 


“We are afraid to go into the 


once bustling South Lebanese a 40-year-old Tyre 

. contractor. "The Israelis . are 


SO ShPite Muslim villages. v shoot for nothing in all 

The U.N. Security Council was craay-^y 


scheduled to vote Monday on a 
Lebanese resolution condemning 
Israeli practices in this area of 
South Lebanon still occupied by 
Israeli troops. 

Well before the Israeli-imposed 
dusk curfew, people desert the 
dusty streets for the safety of their 
homes. 

. Curfew breakers may be shot on 

sight. 

A taxi driver urgently accosts 
passers-by as it gets late, offering 
to pay anyone willing to ride home 
with him. because Israel has ban- 
ned cars without at least one pas- 
senger. 

The Israeli army imposed the 
ban for fear of suicide car bombs, 
such as Sunday's attack on a con- 
voy at the border which killed 12 
Israeli soldiers. 

"Hassan Skeiky. a citrus worker 
who broke the rules, was found 
150 metres from an Israeli che- 
ckpoint near Tyre last week with a 
bullet wound in his head and the 
skin flayed off his face and scalp 
with a knife. 

Israel says Mr. Skeiki. a ShTite 
was shot for failing to stop at the 
checkpoint, but denies that sol- 
diers deliberately mutilated bis 
body. 

Mr. Skeikfs disfigurement hei- 
ghtened local fears, already int- 
ense since Israel intensified its 
punitive raids on the Shfite maj- 
ority south of the Litani River 
three weeks ago. 

At night gunfire and explosions 
puncture the silence. 

Sleepless citizens watch tel- 
evision or the show outside, red 
tracer bullets sailing over the ora- 


directions. . ... ,, 

Ali Shaalansaid hisson Hussein, 

17 was shot dead outside his 
home last month when soldiers ai 
a nearby Israeli interrogation cen- 
ter raked the area with gunfire. 

When Israeli armoured vehicles 
roar through Tyre, often filled 
with bound and gagged prisoners, 
grim faced soldiers a on machine 
guns left and right to force civilian 
Sars to pull off the road. Ped- ^ 
estrians shrink into doorways. - 

Israel ordered workshops in the 
city* s industrial zone to dose when 
the clampdown on Lebanese gue- 
rrillas began. 

Israeli intelligence agents and 
armed Lebanese collaborators 
seize ShTite men and teenage boys 
from their homes or pull them in at 
random off the streets. 

After last Monday’s bomb exp- 
losion in the Shi* ite village of Maa- 
rakeh, Israeli troops rounded up 
28 people at random, most of 
them queuing to give blood at a 
Tyre hospital. 

Architect Ali Sharafeddin told 
Reuters that the Israelis beat him 
with rifle butts before locking tbe-& 
group up overnight in a stinking 
steel freight container. 

Western reporters concealed 
near the courtyard of the Israeli 
interrogation centre last week saw 
soldiers hooding detainees then 
forcing them to run blindly in close 
file. 

"We are peaceful people," Ali 
Qassem, 64. told Reuters in the 
frequently raided Shfite village of 
Bedias. "Let the Israelis hit the 
guerrillas if they want to. but why 
can’t they leave us alone.” 


Improvements to Omani airfields enhance U.S. ability to react 


By Jonathan Wright 

Reuter 


MUSCAT — The United States 
military has increased sub- 
stantially its ability to react to an 
emergency in the lower Gulf by 
spending-.S256 million on imp- 
rovingfour air bases in' Oman. 
U.S. officials here say. 

The construction programme, 
which began in 1981 and is now 
drawing to a close, has provided 
Oman’s air force with better air- 
fields. new hardened shelters for 
its aircraft and vast storage space 
for fuel, munitions and other sup- 
plies. 

The bases are ai Seeb Int- 
ernational Airport, near Muscat, 
at Thumrait in the southern pro- 
vince of Dhofar. at Khasab in the 
strategic Musandam Peninsula 
and on the island of Masira. off the 
eastern coast of this South Ara- 
bian counny. 

Under a U.S. -Omani pact sig- 
ned in 1980. U.S. forces can use 
these facilities at the invitation of 
Oman's pro-Western gov- 
ernment. The concept of joint use 


dominated the designs. 

The agreement came at a time of 
exceptional tension in the region, 
with the 1979 Iranian'Revolution 
• and the Soviet intervention in 
Afghanistan in December the 
same year very much in the minds 
of U.S. strategists. 

Khasab. the first base improved - 
under the construction pro- 
gramme. is 90 kilometres from 
Iranian territory across the Strait 
of Hormuz, through which most 
Gulf oil is shipped. 

Official material on terms of the 
accord is littered with security del- 
etions. But diplomats in Muscat 
say that after several redefinitions, 
Washington has accepted that it 
must seek Omani permission each 
time it uses the bases. 

U.S. P-3 maritime surveillance 
planes can often be seen in the 
military section of Seeb Airport. 
Military sources in Muscat said 
last year two such planes made 
sweeps over the strait. 

Tension in the region has eased 
since the programme began and 
the U.S. Congress recently cut 
appropriations for the project to 


S255 million from $301 million 
because it felt the cash could be 
better spent elsewhere. 

Contracts worth $254 million 
have been awarded so far. The 
U.S. military, howeverrsays the 
exercise has been worthwhile and' 
it would like to spend the full $301 
'million if Congress can eventually 
^be persuaded to pay. 

Colonel Pat Stevens, the U.S. 
army engineer managing the con- 
struction, told Reuters that str- 
ategic imperatives behind the pro- 
gramme had not changed. 

"If you want to project force in 
any part of the world, you need to 
be able to move through swiftly... 
We’jre a lot better off here than we 
were,” he said. 

The U.S. army corps of eng- 
ineers did design work for the 
improvements, consulting at every 
stage with the U.S. Air Force, the 
Omani Air Force and the U.S. 
Central Command — the remains 
of the Rapid Deployment Force 
(RDF) set up in the early 1980s 
for emergencies in areas remote 
from UJS. territory. 

The RDF held joint exercises 


'with the Omani Armed Forces in 
the early 1980s, but stopped in 
1983, partly because the Omanis 
disliked the international publicity 
the manoeuvres attracted, dip- 
lomats said. 

Warehouses and munitions 
dumps at the four airfields, built as 
near ras possible to- NATO sta- 
ndards, would be ideal sites for 
stationing Central Command equ- 
ipment. 

But Col. Stevens said he knew of 
no plans for this. "We just make 
sure they’re built. How they are 
used is a question lor the two gov- 
ernments,” he said. 

Most of the money, $130 mil- 
lion, went to Masirah Island, 
which already had a large base 
originally built by the British as a 
staging post on the route to India. 

Here. U.S.-financed contractors 
have built new taxiway s. six har- 
dened shelters, a pad for loading 
and unloading weapons from pla- 
nes and improved services such as ' 
water and electricity. 

The base now has a power sta- 
tion and a desalination plant cap- 
able of producing 140.000 gallons 


of fresh water a day. Col. Stevens 
said. 

As at Seeb and Thumrait, each 
five million litre (1.1 million gal- 
lon) fuel storage tank is built of 
steel, half buried in the ground, 
and surrounded and covered with 
reinforced concrete. 

Col. Stevens said the emphasis 
on Masirah was “based on the 
conception of where imp- 
rovements were needed.” rather 
than on any special military value. 
"Anywhere in Oman is important 
strategically.” 

Throughout the construction 
programme. Oman has tried 
keep U.S. military visibility to a 
minimum. The strength of the. 
Corps of Engineers contingent 
never rose above 45, including civ- 
ilians. and. all the contracts went to 
civilian companies. 






The corps office now has a staff 
of 27 and is shrinking fast as the 
operation winds down. Jt plans to 
close completely by the end of 
next year after the last of the con- 
tracted work has been handed 
over to the Omanis. 
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7731 11 
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^MARKET PRICES 


type&^firkelnfibperkg. 
Apple 250/230 


s»«mh (Mukamnur) 


> 280 / 240 
240/210 


Broad be* .. 

Cabbage 


Chestnut „„ 


Carrot frcBow) 
Carrot (black) : 

CanEfiowv . 


-260/230 

-.180/140 
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-.560/500 


Cncumbcr (large) 
Cucumber (small) 
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150/120 

140/100 

120/100 
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— ::: 
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— 160/140 
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— 230/J80 
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....300/270 
— 190/160 
— . 70/ 70 
—.600/540 

560/500 

— 660/600 
-.140/100 

— 70/ 50 

— 80/50 

— 160/120 
— . 120/ 90 
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Home news 

Obeidat asks government 
offices not to hire staff 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Min- 
ister Ahmad Obeidat has issued a 
communique to all government 
offices in the country instructing 
them not to appoint new emp- 
loyees from now until July I, 
1985. 

In his communique the pome 
minister said that a special Royal 
Commission entrusted with rec- 
onsidering the civil service system 
is going ahead with its task and 
therefore the new decision is being 
taken to help the commission fin- 
alise its mission. 

According to the communique, 
government departments must: 

1- Stop all procedures for app- 
ointing new employees in any jobs 
regardless of their grade and the 
vacancies available or the all- 
ocations alloted for them. 


2- Desist from making any ame- 
ndments to the status of emp- 
loyees with regard to their pos- 
ition or salary. Only the annual 
increment can be. offered. 

3- Refrain from introducing any 
amendment to the scale of emp- 
loyees regardless of the -reasons 
that necessitate such amendment. 

The communique said that any 
cases where vacancies should be 
filled in extraordinary situations 
should be referred to the prime 
minister himself for study coupled 
with recommendations from the 
concerned department. All off- 
icial organisations and public ins- 
titutions including those which 
enjoy financial and administrative 
independence should abide by the 
new regulations, the communique 
said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Anani meets Somali foreign minister 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Trade and Industry Jawad A! 
Anani Monday met Somali Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 
Mohammad AU Hammed for discussions on trade and economic 
relations between the two countries. Dr. Anani assured the Som- 
ali official of Jordan’s willingness to provide Somalia with its 
needs of Jordanian experts. Mr. Hammed invited Dr. Anani to 
visit Somalia and the Jordanian minister accepted the invitation. 

ARA drafts five-year plan 

AQABA (Petra) — The Aqaba Regional Authority (ARA) has 
drafted its 1986-1 990 development plan and will distribute it to 
‘ all m inistries, departments and institutions for study, according to 
ARA President Mohammad Said Abu Nowar. He said that the* 
authority s board of directors has endorsed a number of projects 
including the city s structural plan and development of the beach 
area in addition to the establishment of parks and a fun-fair 
complex. 

Ajlouni leaves for health ministers’ talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Health Kamel A1 Ajlouni left 
Amm an for Iraq Monday. Dr. Ajlouni is heading a Jordanian 
delegation which will participate in a six day meeting of the 
council of Arab health ministers. During the meeting, ways of 
promoting health services and medical cooperation in the Arab 
World will be discussed. The Ministry of Health lias prepared a 
working paper on the services the ministry offers to Jordanians. 

Trade team from Djibouti arrives today 

AMMAN (Petra) — A trade delegation from Djibouti, headed by 
Djibouti’s Minister of Industry Fihmi Ahmad Ai Haj wiU arrive 
in Amman Tuesday. During their stay they-will meet with Min- 
ister of Trade and Industry Jawad Al Anani for talks on pro- 
moting business and economic ties between the two countries. 



United Nations RriUef and Works Agency Com- 
mteMner General Olof Rydbeck (at head of table) 
Monday holds a press conference in Amman to out- 
line die agency’s plans to continue services to Pal- 


estinian refugees and the efforts being by age- 
ncy officials to raise funds to oCtet the budget deficit 
the agency is facing (Petra photo! 


Abdul Jaber 
returns from 
ALO meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Labour and Social Development 
Tayseer Abdul Jaber returned to 
Amm an Monday after attending 
the thirteenth session of the Arab 
Labour Organisation's (ALO) 
conference in Baghdad. 

Dr, Abdul-Jaber told the Jor- 
danian News Agency, Petra, that 
the ALO’s- conference rec- 
ommended the upgrading of ser- 
vices offered by various Arab lab- 
our offices in the Arab World, the 
assurance of the ALO’s Fixed ann- 
ual budget and increasing ALO's 
work to meet the needs of the 
Arab World. - 

He said that the conference 
took the decision to cut down the 
expenses of 1986’s budget, esp- 
ecially since a lot of Arab cou- 
ntries have failed or are far behind 
in paying their annual allocations 
to the organisation. 

He added that the conference 
decided to form a committee 
whose responsibility should be to 
check and monitor the ALO’s 
budget. 

The conference also discussed 
the strategies to be implemented 
in relation to developing Arab 
manpower as well as discussing 
the Arab Labour Organisation’s 
plans for 1986. 

„ He added that the conference 
elected, a. director .general ,and 
members for the . board of . dir- 
ectors for each organisation within 
the ALO. 


Road accidents in 1984 
kill 450, injure 7,500 


XRBID (Petra) — A total of 450 
people were killed and 7.500 oth- 
ers were injured in the road acc- 
idents which occurred throughout 
the country during 1984, acc- 
ording to a recent study on road 
accidents in Jordan published in 
Al Yarmouk magazine issued by 
Yarmouk University. 

The study said that the volume 
of material losses resulting from 
these accidents was JD 33 million 
while the death toll for the years 
1981, 1982 and 1983 reached 
1,385 dead and 25,572 injured. 


A number of officials and spe 
dalists interviewed by the mag 
azine attributed the road accident: 
in the country to non-abidance o 
traffic regulations, the inability o 
roads to accommodate the inc 
rearing volume of traffic, ins 
ufficiem education on traffic awa 
' recess at home and at schools a 
well as a relaxation in the app 
I Scat ion of law against violators 
They also called for planning th< 
construction of roads and pro' 
viding them with safety req- 
uirements. 


Tafileh resident dies from 
rabies after wolf attack 


TAFILEH (J.T.) — A citizen 
from Tafileh, identified as A.M. 
Kh. died here Sunday of rabies. 
He was one of seven people inj- 
ured by hungry wolves which att- 
acked Al Qadisieh village near 
Tafileh on Feb. 18. 

Special anti-rabies vaccines 
havg been administered to those 
injured in the attack and the local 
health authorities have certain 
measures to stop in spread of rab- 
ies, according to a report in the Al 
Ra’i Arabic dally newspaper. 

The paper also reported the 
death of a 22-year old .man in 
Madaba. 

The article said that the man. 


identified only as FZ, died of asp- 
hyxiation from gas. The man was 
found lying lifeless on the floor of 
a room in which he used to live and 
beside him was found a gas cyl 
inder with its pipe held in his hand 
with its tip placed in his nose, acc- 
ording to the report. 

The prosecutor general in Mad- 
aba Colonel Abdul Karim Al Sar- 
iaireh and the police director sup- 
ervised the breaking down of the 
door to tbe room where the body 
was found and are also holding an 
investigation. The paper said that 
the dead man's brother died under 
similar circumstances a year ago. 


Plastic surgery — not only nose jobs and facelifts 


By Josephine Zananiri 

Special to the Jordan Times • 

AMMAN — The most popular 
cosmetic surgery for a Japanese 
woman is a little snip which widens 
the eye into a more European 
shape. American ladies have sil- 
icon inserts placed into their bre- 
asts for the bigger look and 
middle-aged Europeans are acc- 
ustomed to an occasional face-lift. 
But what about Jordanian 
women? They favour the nose job 
or rhino-plasty. 

Plastic surgery entails far more 
than cosmetic touch-ups to the 
face and body as it fills an imp- 
ortant medical function in the 
demanding realm of rec- 
onstructive surgery, according to 
two leading Jordanian plastic sur- 
geons. Dr. Farid Yaghnam and 
Dr. Ghaith Shubailat. 

Whilst cosmetic plastic surgery, 
face-lifts, nose jobs and so on req- 
uire no medical underpinning and 
are usually only to enhance the 
face or body’s appearance, rec- 
onstructive plastic surgery act- 
ually patches or remakes phy- 
sically and congenitally damaged 
areas. 

Surgical reconstruction of the 
face and body is carried out on a 
wide variety of anomalies inc- 
luding bone deformities, hand and 
finger reconstructions — esp- 
ecially after accidents, head, neck 
and skin problems relating to can- 


cer, tbe tragic congenital defects 
of children ranging from cleft pal- 
ate to undefined sex gender, as 
well as reconstruction after bums. 

For both doctors, rec- 
onstructive surgery is the “exc- 
iting area" and neither would 
wish, like so many American phy- 
sicians. to simply do face-lifts and 
rhino plasties all their working 
lives, although Dr. Shubailat con- 
cedes that cosmetic surgety is 
“dean”, has a low complication 
rate and the patients are pleasant 
to deal with. 

Public awareness 

Dr. Yaghnam, the founder of 
Jordanian plastic and rec- 
onstructive surgery, has seen con- 
siderable change in public acc- 
eptance since he set up clinic in 
Amman in 1963. Most of his early 
work was reconstructive surgery 
particularly after the 1967 war 
when many young soldiers were 
returned from the front wounded, 
some with horrific napalm 
burns. In the past ten years, how- 
ever, public awareness has grown 
concerning the benefits of cos- 
metic surgety and he now est- 
imates that it constitutes 35-40 
per cent of his practice. 

For Dr. Yaghnam, a genial and 
gentle medical mam. who received 
his post graduate surgical training 
at the American University of 
Beirut and further specialised in 


plastic surgery in the U.S.. his 
branch of medicine combines the 
derisive 'Skills of the surgeon with 
artistic talents. Both be and his 
younger Colleague. Dr. Shubailat, 
have worked for the Jordanian 
Armed Forces and boLh have been 
instrumental in teaching a new 
generation of Jordanian plastic 
surgeons. 

Dr. Shubailat also trained in 
plastic surgery in the United Sta- 
tes after post graduate surgical 
studies in both England and Ame- 
rica. After returning he formed 
the plastic and reconstructive sur- 
gical department at the King Hus- 
sein Medical Centre. In 1974 he 
initiated a training pr o gramme for 
five young doctors in plastic sur- 
gery and after twenty-eight years 
in the military he retired to private 
practice last year. 

Dr. Shubailat, a lively man of 
military bearing, said that at the 
King Hussein Medical Centre only 
15 per cent of bis work consisted 
of cosmetic surgery. Of Lhe rem- 
aining reconstructive surgery 
more than half was devoted to 
surgical repairs to children with 
congenital defects. However, in 
his own clinic almost SO percent of 
Dr. Shubailat’ s work is in cosmetic 
surgery with the nose job pre- 
dominating. 

Cosmetic surgery 

Both doctors agree that the 



great majority of their patients in 
cosmetic surgery are women. Men 
do occasionally have their noses 
straightened, but the und- 
erpinning reasons are medical, 
usually obstruction of the nasal 
airways, whilst for women the 
procedure is purely cosmetic. 
Most of the two doctors' patients 
are young women in their late 
teens or early twenties. 

Dr. Yaghnam explained that 
the size of a new nose must be in 
relation to the woman's hgighL. 
build and facial shape. The rhino 
plasty is performed with a local 
anaesthetic. Another fairly com- 
mon Amman operation, which 
reduces the size of the tummy, 
requires a general anaesthetic. 
During the four hour operation an 
incision is made below the bikini 
line, the skin is pealed back, def- 
ects are corrected, the muscles str- 
engthened. and then the skin is 
pulled down again and shortened. 
Most abdominal operations are 
carried out on older women who 
have usually had several children 
and they are particularly suc- 
cessful on slimmer women. 

Bigger or smaller breasts 

Both breast enlargement and 
reduction operations are carried 
out here by the two doctors. For 
enlargements, silicon is inserted 
under the breast muscle leaving a 
scar only under the breast or an 
incision is made around the nipple 
again leaving only minimal sca- 
ring. Dr. Shubailat says that the 
types of silicon now available are 
completely safe and that even pla- 
stic inflatable inserts are obt- 
ainable on the market. The breast 
reduction operation is also a long 
one, requires a general ana- 
esthetic and the patient must exp- 
ect some scaring. 

The European favourite, tbe 
face-lift, is not popular here acc- 
ording to the two doctors and of 
the women who come seekingadv- 
ice, few return. The procedure is 
lengthy — raking Five to six hours 
and is performed under local ana- 
esthetic. The results are better in 
Arab women due to their skm 
type, lasting from eight to ten 
years, whilst for Europeans the 
time span is six to eight years. 

For Dr. Shubailat, the most exc- 
iting area of plastic and rec- 
onstructive surgery is the new field 
of micro vascular surgery. Prior to 
this revolution skin, muscle, and 
tissue grafting was a tedious bus- 
iness which could take up to a year 


and involve many trips to the hos- 
pital. Now, with the new micro 
process, “skin, fat, muscle and 
sometimes even bone can be rem- 
oved in tiny millimetre or less sec- 
tions. to trie injured area directly. 
The small section is then attached, 
to an already identified vein or 
artery," said Dr. Shubailat. 

The micro vascular process has 
been simplified, he added, as 
every area in the body has been 
mapped and identified. Such ope- 
rations are lengthy and conducted 
completely under the microscope. 
Ten operations involving severed 
limbs have been carried out at the 
King Hussein Medical Centre by 
Dr. Shubailat and his team with a 
success rate of 80 per cent. The 
procedure has wide application 
and although such operations may 
take up to ten hours, the time and 
pain saved the patient with micro 
surgery is enormous. 

Infant’s deformities 

For Dr. Yaghnam the most gra- 
tifying surgety is performed on 
babies with congenital def- 
ormities. The birth of a baby with 
some physical anomaly places 
enormous stress on the parents, so 
"1 prefer to operate when the child 
is young, say two weeks old. or as 
soon as his weight picks up" said 
Dr. Yaghnam. For deft palate 
surgery, depending on the amount 
of damage, an operation can inc- 
lude restructuring skin, muscle, 
mucus membrane and gum, he 
added. 

Another satisfying operation 
for Dr. Yaghnam is the repairing 
of limbs damaged in factory or 
work accidents. "Without the use 
of his hand, a man is practically a 
cripple", said Dr. Yaghnam. He 
added that with the rise of ind- 
ustrialisation in Jordan such acc- 
idents are becoming more fre- 
quent. Operations of this kind are 
lengthy and require enormous 
expertise. 

Plastic surgery In Jordan has 
none of the extreme overtones of 
Hs Western counterpart. Tbe skill 
that creates a new nose for a Jor- 
danian woman also re-implants a 
severed limb or saves a child the 
uncertain future of growing up 
with a deft palate. And the fees 
charged by Jordanian plastic sur- 
geons, sometimes as little as a qua- 
rter of those of European doctors, 
enable a wide spectrum of Jor- 
danians to avail themselves of the 
expertise of physicians such as Dr. 
Yaghnam and Dr. Shubailat. 
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UNRWA chief discusses agency’s budget deficit 


Rydbeck denies imminent 
cuts in UNRWA Services 


to Palestinian refugees 


By P.V. Yivckanand 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) Monday categorically denied 
reports that the agency was planning immediate cats 
in its services to Palestinian refugees but cautioned 
that the agency may be forced to do so if it fails to 
offset its 1985 budget deficit before May of this year. 


Ai a press conference held at 
the headquarters of the agency in 
Amman. UNRWA 
Commissioner-General Olof 
Rydbeck said measures adopted 
by the agency to offset a budget 
deficit of $6? million for the fiscal 
year 1985 did not include any red- 
uction in services to refugees in 
various host countries and Lhe 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Mr. Rydbeck, who was spe- 
aking to reporters at the end of a 
four-day visit to Jordan, also exp- 
ressed optimism that UNRWA 
would be able to overcome its fin- 
ancial crisis. 

UNRWA, which had been run- 
ning into financial difficulties over 
the past several years, was able to 
survive through several alternate 
means of Finance. Mr. Rydbeck 
said. But. be added, these options 
are no longer available to the age- 
ncy and he implied that this year 
could the most crucial in the his- 
tory of 35-year-old specialised 
U.N. agency, which depends sol- 
ely on international contributions 
for its existence. 

UNRWA decided earlier this 
year on cost reductions totalling 
$40 million to offset the $67 mil- 
lion budget deficit, but these mea- 
sures do not include any cut in ser- 
vices offered by the agency. Mr. 
Rydbeck explained. 

According to a press release by 
the agency, the recommended 
measures include a freeze in rec- 
ruitment of new staff, eliminating 
the necessity of further teachers 
and premises by increasing the 
number of students in class rooms 
of the agency's schools in various 
host countries, seven to 50 per 
cent cuts in budgets for transport, 
travel, educational supplies and 
equipment and the deferment of 
secondary maintenance work on 
buildings and equipment in add- 
ition to a freeze on all new con- 
struction of schools and clinics. 

However, the agency is con- 
tinuing to build schools and health 
centres with special funds not inc- 
luded in the general budget. These 
special funds are contributed for 
these specific purposes by various 
governments and organisations, in 
addition to their regular con- 
tribution to the agency. 

The “austerity measures’’ ado- 
pted by the agency also include the 
abolishment of 38 administrative 
jobs at the UNRWA headquarters 
in Vienna and Amman and the 
deferment of pay increases for 
staff which were due as of the beg- 
inning of 1985. 

“Any large organisation can 


always absorb such reductions," 
Mr. Rydbeck commented Mon- 
day. 

The $40 million cost reductions 
still left a cash budget deficit of 
$27 million in the $205 million 
budget for this year. Mr. Rydbeck 
said he had sent out appeals to 
various donor countries and org- 
anisations to help the agency to 
fight the crisis. 

Mr. Rydbeck revealed that he 
himself had been in touch with a 
number of European countries, 
including Sweden and Norway, 
and that “the response had been 
very encouraging." 

The U.S.. which contributes 
$67 million annually to UNRWA, 
is the biggest single source of 
funds for the agency, followed by 
Japan and the European Com- 
munity and othfir member states 
of the United Nations. Swi- 
tzerland, despite being a non- 
member of the U.N., had been 
offering substantial help to the 
agency. Mr. Rydbeck said. 

He attributed part of the 
UNRWA crisis to the high exc- 
hange rate of the American dollar, 
explaining that all contributions to 
the agency except the American 
and Japanese, are in the national 
currencies of the donor states and 
the amounts lose much of their 
international value when con- 
verted into the' American cur- 
rency. 

UNRWA envoys have been 
shuttling between European cap- 
itals in a bid to obtain pledges of 
financial support for the agency 
and, according to Mr. Rydbeck, 
“the actual situation will be clear 
only by end of May." 

He warned that the agency 
would be forced to “consider 
major reductions" in the event 
that it failed to offset the budget 
deficit 

When asked what specific sec- 
tors or host countries the agency 
was contemplating reductions in 
such an event, Mr. Rydbeck ref- 
used comment. “I am a very opt- 
imistic man and it is my hope that 
we will be able to fight off this 
crisis.” he said. 

He said he was planning to meet 
Italian Foreign Minister Guilio 
Andreotti, who is the current cha- 
irman of the European Com- 
munity (EC), to discuss the 
UNRWA problem and seek EC 
help in efforts to alleviate the cri- 
sis. Also, other UNRWA envoys 
are expected to meet U.S. and 
Canadian officials soon on similar 
missions, he said. 

The UNRWA commissioner- 
general, who held talks with Prime 


Minister Ahmad Obeidat, Royal 
Court Chief Marwan Al Qasem, 
Occupied Territories Affairs Min- 
ister Shawkat Mahmoud and 
other senior Jordanian gov- 
ernment officials during his cur- 
rent visit, described his talks in 
Amman as pan of consultations 
with the governments of the host 
countries on the agency’s act- 
ivities. 

He praised the Jordanian gov- 
ernment's efforts in the int- 
ernational scene lo seek support 
for UNRWA and said: “ I had 
come here to brief them (the Jor- 
danian government) on the sit- 
uation ia UNRWA and seek their 
help in the international scene, but 
I found that they are already doing 
what I was hoping they would do.” 

“I have come away very sat- 
isfied” from talks with the Jor- 
danian ministers and officials, he 
said. s 

Mr. Rydbeck revealed that he 
had also met with Egyptian For- 
eign Minister Esmat Abdul Meg- 
uid, whom he described as a per- 
sonal friend, and urged him to 
bring up the issue of UNRWA 
during talks in Washington earlier 
this year. Mr. Abdul Meguid vis- 
ited Washington in January and 
held talks with senior Reagan 
administration officials and con- 
gressmen including Secretary of 
State George Shultz. The Egy- 
ptian foreign minister is also acc- 
ompanying Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak who arrived in 
Washington on an official visit 
Saturday. 

The Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) and UNRWA 
are also keeping close contacts, 
with each other, Mr. Rydbeck 
said. He lauded the PLO's efforts 
to secure further international fin- 
ancial support for the agency. 

Asked to comment on the sit- 
uation in South Lebanon, where 
UNRWA faced a grave crisis in 
the wake of the Israeli invasion in 
1982, Mr. Rydbeck said the age- 
ncy was maintaining its basic ser- 
vices to the Palestinian refugees 
living there. However, he added, 
schools in the Israeli occupied 
zone in South Lebanon face int- 
ermittent closures due to“security 
reasons.” 

In reply to a question by tbe 
Jordan Times whether UNRWA’s 
campaign in 1 982 to raise $55 mil- 
lion as a special fund for Lebanon 
set back the agency’s options to 
raise funds to avert the current cri- 
sis, Mr. Rydbeck said: “Yes. upto 
a certain extent." 

During his current visit to 
Amman, Mr. Rydbeck also met 
with representatives of the age- 
ncy's staff in Jordan and elders 
from Palestinian refugee camps in 
the Kingdom. UNRWA Public 
Information Officer William Lee 
described the meetings as “rou- 
tine" and said the UNRWA com- 
missioner was briefing the staff 
representatives and refugee lea- 
ders on the activities of the age- 
ncy. 


IE SC president reviews methods to 
technically upgrade industrial projects 


By Sa’ad G. Hattar 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

.vMMAN — The International 
Executive Service Corps (IESO 
main interest is to promote local 
industry to support private ent- 
erprise and to offer technical aid in 
all aspens of development, IESC 
director in Amman Jo Teague said 
Monday. 

Mr. Teague told the Jordan 
Times that IESC President Tho- 
mas Carroll has been on a three- 

day visit to Jordan during which he 

met senior Jordanian officials and 
reviewed with them IESC ope- 


rations in Jordan. Mr. Teague also 
said that the rESC, which is fun- 
ded by the United States Agency 
for International Development in 
addition to private international 
sponsors, also aims to benefit cou- 
ntries in addition to providing the 
direct client with assistance and 

expertise. 

During his stay in Amman. Mr. 
Carroll conferred with Minister of 
Industry and Trade Jawad Al 
Anani and the ministry's under 
secretary. Dr. Ibrahim Badran. 
and discussed means to technically 
upgrade Jordan^ private enterp- 
rises. He also met with Minister of 


Energy and Mineral Resources 
Hisham Khatib and reviewed 
IESC technical aid in exploring 
and evaluating the use of coal ins- 
tead of conventional fuel sources. 
An IESC coal expert is working 
with the Jordan Electricity Aut- 
hority ( JE A ) for this purpose, Mr. 
Teague said. 

He said that Mr. Carroll rev- 
iewed a signed agreement with 
Cities and Villages Development 
Bank (CVDB) which provides for 
an assistant to conduct a feasibility 
study on the CVDB’s activities, 
loans and credits. 


New RCC library receives 150 books 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The American 
Centre in Amman Monday don- 
ated to the Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCC) 1 50 books related to the- 
atre, culture, modem an and 

■ musicfortheRCCsnewlyopened 
library which started its ope- 
rations at the beginning of this 
month. 

RCC director Issam Aridah 
thanked Mrs. Boeker, wife of the 
American ambassador to 
Amman, and the American Cen- 
tre’s programme director Chr- 
istopher Datta and Mr. John Wil- 
cox* public affairs counsellor ax 
the American embassy for this 
kind contribution which he said 
will enrich the RCCs library. 

Mr. Aridah. said that the RCC 
will install two audio-visual fac- 
ilities, a video machine and a slide 
booth to offer visual material to 


the users of the RCCs library. 

Concerning the library facilities 
and programmes. Mr. Aridah said 
that the RCCs library “is a special 
kind of library 1 ' as it offers reading 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordanian 
craftsmen will enjoy a 6.5 per cent 
interest rate on loans they obtain 
from the Craftsmen’s Loan Fund, 
according to a decision passed by 
the board of directors of the Ind- 
ustrial Development Bank (IDB). 

The 1.5 per cent interest rate 
reduction mil be effective as of 
April 16. 

An official IDB source said that 
the decision is in accordance with 


material books and publications 
related to the history of art, the- 
atre. music, drama and culture 
which is of great help to music and 
drama students attending the 
RCCs cultural programmes. 


the basic fund charter, established 
10 years ago for the promotion of 
the handicraft business. 

He said that the fund extended 
29 loans last month totalling JD 
78,600. 

The •Craftsmen's Loans Fund 
extends loans lo promote small 
private businesses of carpenters, 
blacksmiths, shoe-makers, repair 
shops of various kinds, cement 
block factories, and handicrafts. 


IDB reduces interest rate on 
loans to handicraft businesses 
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older you get ... 


IF ISRAEL claimed it had to invade and occupy southern 
Lebanon to keep Israelis safe in north Israel, what will it 
do to keep its array safe in southern Lebanon? Attack 
Tripoli and the olive groves of north Lebanon? 

The spectacular suicide bomb attack against the Israeli 
military convoy Sunday that killed over a dozen soldiers 
is almost biblical in its message that occupation begets 
resistance, and violence spurs counter- violence. The Isr- 
aelis are learning a hard lesson: There is no such thing as 
absolute security, even if you have access to the military 
hardware and intellectual softspots of the United States 
government. What will the Israelis do next: borrow a 
neutron bomb from America and use it to kill all the 
people of southern Lebanon, without destroying a fig 
tree? 

What we are seeing in southern Lebanon today is not a 
matter of whether or not the Israelis will be allowed to 
retreat in safety. It is a far greater issue, relating to 
Israel's perception of its place in the Middle East and its 
relations with the Arab populations around it. There is 
resistance to occupation in the West Bank, in Gaza and in 
southern Lebanon. This is not “Shia terror*'’, or S unn i 
terror, or Lebanese or Palestinian or Greek Orthodox or 
Omar Sharif terror. This is the inevitable reaction of 
people who would be free, who Value liberty, self-respect 
and national sovereignty. These are Arab and Muslim 
people, like the Afghan people whose struggle for liberty 
against Soviet occupation is so frequently cheered in the 
west. 

The Israelis wii! pay a heavy price for their adventure 
in Lebanon. They would be foolish indeed to miss the 
lessons of Lebanon: There can never be peace and tra- 
nquility on the basis of military’ force or occupation. lt*s 
an old lesson, which an old people like our Jewish cousins 
should have learned long ago. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra'i: Israeli terrorism. Mr. West 

WE HEARD no voices raised in the West condemning the explosion 
in West Beirut two days ago which killed tens of women and children. 
There was no statement deploring such attacks or culling for the 
respect of the civilians and their security. There was complete silence 
about the acts of terror which Israel and its agents had been doing in 
Lebanon agumst the innocent population. The perpetrators of these 
crimes were the Israelis and all Lheir agents and supporters who had 
been bragging about what they called "Arab terrorism” and exp- 
ressing their determination to take counter measures against it. 

The explosion at the religious site in South Lebanon and the one in 
west Beirut which killed and injured innocent people were the acts of 
those who were defeated by the Lebanese resistance. 

The reprisal car bomb attack on the Israeli troops in South Leb- 
anon Sunday came as a re minder that those who plan criminal actions 
will not escape unharmed. The counterattack which took the form of 
a suicidal mission carried out by the Lebanese resistance was a heroic 
deed, designed to counteract terrorist actions and stop further crimes 
from being committed against the Lebanese people. The attack on 
the Israeli soldiers in the South was a natural reply to terrorism, 
which the Zionists had been practising against the Arab Nation. 

Al Dustour: Israel pays for its crimes 

THE ISRAELIS suffered heavy casualties in the daring attack lau- 
nched Sunday on their troops by Lhe Lebanese resistance in South 
Lebanon. The attacks which came 48 hours after the huge explosion 
in west Beirut came to give credence to the determination of the 
Lebanese resistance to take revenge on those who committed the 
Beirut crime against innocent civilians. 

The attack near the occupied town of Metulla brought the war into 
Israel and allowed Israel to taste the agonies and the ordeals that it 
used to impose on its neighbours. The attack shattered the concept of 
bringing safety to the Galilee for whose sake the invasion of Lebanon 
was launched and for which many Israeli soldiers lost their lives. 

The Israelis had paid a heavy price for lheir adventure in Lebanon, 
their economy is in ruin, their society is deeply divided and now their 
troops are falling one after the other, foreshadowing the end of 
Begin. Sharon and all other terrorists. 

The suicidal attack launched on the Israelis will force the Zionist 
leaders to think carefully and many times before embarking on 
another criminal adventure in Lebanon. The resistance w-hich bro- 
ught the war to Israel* s border will no doubt be able to cany it beyond 
the border and into the heart of the occupied areas of Palestine. This 
is the most effective manner that can liberate the land from occ- 
upation and end Israel's colonial rule of Palestine. 

Sawt A l Shaab: Unique chance for peace 

THE ARAB Israeli conflict could be described as the root cause of 
all ills and problems plaguing the Middle East region. This region is 
currently facing the Iran- Iraq war with all its dangerous con- 
sequences to both sides, the deteriorating economic conditions in the 
region’s countries and the situation in Lebanon. These all help to 
make the region an explosive device that might threaten the peace 
and security of the world at large. 

The parties to these conflicts in the Middle East have proved 
incapable of coming up with effective means for ending this dan- 
gerous situation, and therefore, it has become incumbent on the great 
powers of the world to work constructively and effectively towards 
establishing a just peace. This region can become more explosive if 
the superpowers tried to gain influence at the expense of each other 
or by imposing hegemony on some countries for their own benefit. 

The Arabs have now placed in the hands of the great powers a 
historic chance to establish a just peace in this region and the United 
States in particular is now being tested to find out if it harbours 
genuine intentions for ending the region's conflicts. This chance is the 
Jordanian-Palestinian accord, signed in Amman on Feb. 1 1 since it is 
designed to reactivate efforts for peace. 


Gorbachev election as swift as his rise 


From Reuter 

M05C0W — Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. widely regarded as the 
likely successor to the Soviet 
Union's President Chernenko, 
swiftly climbed up the Communist 
Party ladder to become the you- 
ngest member of the country's top 
leadership. 

He came to Moscow from the 
provinces in 1 978 at the age of 47. 
and later became righthand man 
to the late Soviet leader Yuri And- 
ropov. He was widely seen as Mr. 
Andropov’s choice of heir. 

But when Mr. Andropov died in 
February 1984. the Soviet lea- 
dership went to the then 72- 
year-old Chernenko and Mr. 
Gorbachev, now 54, was left to 
consolidate his position as number 
two. 

A December 1984 trip to Lon- 
don boosted his credentials. Mr. 
Gorbachev was an instant success 
with the British press who found 
him and his wife. Raisa, charming 
and in dramatic contrast with the 
sombre style usually attributed to 
Moscow. 

Mr. Gorbachev’s media pop- 
ularity disconcerted Washington 
where Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger warned that he was 
on a “public relations trip” for the 


Kremlin's arms policies. 

In Moscow, it was suggested that 
acclaim for Mr. Gorbachev in the 
West could rebound with adverse 
effect and hurt his chances among 
conservatives for succeeding Mr. 
Chernenko as party leader. 

But Mr. Gorbachev showed 
every sign of having benefited rat- 
her than suffered as a result of his 
tour. 

A law graduate from Moscow 
State University, he has appeared 
as the apostle of change, anxious 
to shake up long-standing and slu- 
ggish Soviet economic practices 
and introduce modern man- 
agement methods and new tec- 
hnology. 

This has led some Western ana- 
lysts to speculate that as leader he 
would prefer a period of relative 
detente to allow greater con- 
centration on internal affairs. 

Others have cautioned against 
liberal expectations from any man 
who has made it to the top in Sov- 
iet politics. 

Mr. Gorbachev was elevated to 
full membership of the ruling pol- 
itburo in 1 9S0 under Leonid Bre- 
zhnev. who put him in charge of an 
ambitious agricultural reform 
programme. He was not even 50 
and had been in Moscow just two 


years. Such early prominence 
marked him out as a man to watch. 

Rapid promotions have typified 
Mr. Gorbachev’s career since he 
graduated from* Moscow Uni- 
versity as a lawyer in 1955 and 
improved his position within the 
regional Communist Party. 

A stout, .balding figure with a 
prominent birth mark on his for- 
ehead, Mr. Gorbachev is a Rus- 
sian who was bom in the north 
Caucasus village of Privolnoye. 
near Stavropol in March. 1931. 

Mr. Gorbachev started his wor- 
king life in StavropoL, an imp- 
ortant grain-growing region. He 
was the city* s party chief at the age 
of 35 and head of the entire reg- 
ional party organisation four years 
later. 

During his eight years in charge 
there, he gained a reputation as a 
skilful and flexible organiser and 
caught the Kremlin's eye by sha- 
rply boosting farm output. 

He was summoned to Moscow in 
1978 to become a party Central 
Committee secretary for agr- 
iculture and a year later was a can- 
didate member of the poIitburo. 

Continuing harvest failures ove- 
rshadowed his first two years as a 
full member, but it emerged that 


during that time Mr. Gorbachev 
was working on a masterplan to 
bring about lasting improvements 
in the farm system. 

The plan, die food programme 
launched in May 1982, was to loo- 
sen bureaucratic control of farms 
and gave managers more power to 
decide without consulting min- 
istries. 

Once Mr. Andropov took over 
Mr. Gorbachev was able to imp- 
lement his second project. Its aim 
was to make wages more directly 
dependent on results, and to enc- 
ourage this workers were put on a 
so-called team contract under 
which they effectively sub- 
contracted work from managers 
and split- the profits. 

The contract scheme applied in 
certain areas only, but most of 
those regions soon raised pro- 
ductivity rates. 

It was these reforms which pus- 
hed Mr. Gorbachev to the fore, 
ahead of more established and 
older poIitburo members. But reg- 
ional party members opposed his 
tinkering with existing structures 
and workers resented losing a gua- 
ranteed wage. 

This meant the reforms took 
longer to introduce and Western 
analysts said he appeared to have 


made many enemies among lower, 
regional levels of the party. 

Under Mr. Andropov, Mr. Gor- 
bachev was in overall charge of 
economic policy and involved in 
party affairs and played a major 
role in organising elections of off- 
icials. 

He assumed a more public role, 
visiting Canada in May 1983 
which gave him badly-needed for- 
eign affairs experience and att- 
ending the Portuguese Com- 
munist Party congress in Dec- 
ember. 

In both cases Western officials 
were struck by his professionalism 
and openess. 

By this time Mr. Andropov had 
been absent from view for four 
months and it was Mr. Gorbachev 
who shuttled between the ailing 
leader and the poIitburo. 

But Mr. Andropov died in Feb- 
ruary before Mr. Gorbachev was 
able to underscore this advantage 
and take over as general secretary. 

Older sections of the party bac- 
ked Mr. Chernenko for the job 
instead. However, younger “tec- 
hnocrats” supported Mr. Gor- 
bachev and ensured he retained 
the number two slot and Mr. And- 
ropov’s reforms went ahead. 

By April 1984. Mr. Gorbachev 


had publicly consolidated his pos- 
ition. securing a parliamentary 
foreign affairs post reserved for 
the party ideologist, traditionally 
the second most powerful Kremlin 

^Further evidence that he was a 
would-be leader came at the same 
session of the Soviet parliament 
when Mr. Gorbachev made the 
speech proposing Mr- Chernenko 
as state president, a task which 
falls to the number two. 

And today he was named head 
of the commission organising Mr. 
Chernenko's funeral, effectively 
confirming his position as heir- 
apparent, according to Western 
diplomats. 

In June 1984, Mr. Gorbachev 
represented Moscow at the fun- 
eral of Italian Communist leader 
Enrico Berlinguer and in Sep- 
tember he travelled to Sofia. 

Western diplomats who have 
met him describe him as a highly 
intelligent man with an open mind 


His elegant wife made a par- 
ticular impression on the British 
media during the December 1984 
visit. It is not known if the couple 
have any children^ 


West expects no radical change after Chernenko 


By Roxinne Ervasti 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The collective 
Kremlin leadership that emerged 
during the last two successions is 
likely to guide the Soviet Union 
through another smooth tra- 
nsition, making no radical changes 
in foreign or domestic policies, 
according to Western specialists. 

The Soviet Union announced 
Monday that 73-year-old Pre- 
sident Konstantin U. Chernenko 
had died Sunday after a "grave 
illness ” 

There was no immediate ann- 
ouncement of a successor bui the 
man considered No. 2 in the Kre- 
, mlin. Mikhail S. Gorbachev, was 
named head of the commission 


that will arrange a Red Square 
funeral for Mr. Chernenko. 

In the past, the man who heads 
the commission arranging the fun- 
eral of a Soviet government and 
party leader has been chosen to 
replace him. 

In November 1982, after the 
death of President Leonid I. Bre- 
zhnev. the Communist Party Cen- 
tral Committee was quick ro ann- 
ounce its choice as his successor, 
Yuri V. Andropov. And after Mr. 
Andropov's death in February 
1984, the committee again moved 
swiftly, announcing that Mr. Che- 
rnenko would head the party. 

Mr. Chernenko has been ailing 
for several months, making only a 
few brief and strictly controlled 


public appearances on Soviet Tel- 
evision. In the meantime. Foreign 
Minister Andrei A. Gromyko 
made recent trips to Spain and 
France. poIitburo member Vla- 
dimir Shcherbitsky this weekend 
was in the United States, and 
other top Kremlin officials also 
were travelling. 

This suggests that the poIitburo 
had agreed earlier on a successor 
and speculation has for months 
centred on the 54-year-old Gor- 
bachev. Qf the 1 1 poIitburo mem- 
bers. only Mr. Chernenko, Mr. 
Gorbachev and Grigory V. Rom- 
anov. 62. were also secretaries of 
the Communist Party. 

Under the politburo's rule- 
by-consensus, foreign polity in 


particular appears to have been 
formulated under Mr. Gromyko's 
direction with the approval of the 
other poIitburo members, who 
numberd 11 before Mr. Che- 
rnenko's death. 

Knowledgeable foreign spe- 
cialists say it takes at least five 
years for a Kremlin leader to 
amass enough power within the 
cautious ruling circles to push thr- 
ough new policies. 

Those ambitious for the top spot 
characteristically have been con- 
servative, careful not to provoke 
the long-entrenched party hie- 
rarchy. Once in power, Mr. And- 
ropov issued pronouncements 
about the need to reform the cen- 
trally planned economy, but adv- 
ocated nothing as bold as the eco- 


nomic changes now being pushed 
in China. 

Western observers also say the 
Soviet Union, while going through 
transition, is unlikely to be adv- 
enturous in the foreign arena. 

Mr. Chernenko came from a 
generation that matured and acc- 
umulated power in the decades 
after the 1917 revolution, years in 
which the country was torn by civil 
war. devastated by World War II 
and suffered through the purges 
and hardships of the Stalin years. 

The ranks of those who survived 
the Stalin years to gain top pos- 
itions of power have been thinned 
by advanced age. Among those 
who died in recent years were 
party ideologist Mikhail Suslov 


and. last December, Defence Min- 
ister Dmitri F. Ustinov, lowering 
the number of poIitburo members 
toll, from the usual 14 or more. 

The “old guard” is said to still 
hold sway, although some elder 
members appear not to have an 
influential voice in policymaking. 
The passing of another member of 
the older generation underscores 
the inevitable emergence f of a 
younger team. 

Although selection of a new lea- 
der may not in itself alter Soviet 
domestic or foreign policies, the 
pany is now preparing a new party 
programme, the document that 
sets goals and policy guidelines in 
ideology, domestic policy and for- 
eign affairs. 



Honduras reconsiders priorities 


The Honduran government of President Zuazo Cordoba is losing 
popularity because of its close links to the U.S., reports Tim Coone, 
Opposition leaders are beginning to call for a more independent line. 


TEGUCIGALPA — The shudder 
of U.S. military helicopters over 
the Honduran capital is now a 
familiar daily experience for the 
city's inhabitants as the next round 
of joint military manoeuvres. Big 
Pine III. gets under way. These 
latest manoeuvres, designed to 
improve Honduran troop per- 
formance. to get U.S. troops used 
to the region and to pressure the 
Sandinistas to the south, will reach 
their peak in April with (he use of 
U.S. heavy armour for the first 
time just a few miles north of the 
Nicaraguan frontier. 

However, all is not going well 
between the two erstwhile allies. 
Honduras is in an election year, 
the economy is facing the most ser- 
ious foreign exchange crisis in its 
history and the army is worried 
about a possible flood of U.S.- 
backed Nicaraguan guerrillas 
pouring into the country in the 
face of an aU-out Sandinista off- 
ensive to the south. 

Added to that, a powerful opp- 
osition alliance is beginning to 
shake the grip that the ruling 
group of Liberals persently hold 
over domestic and foreign policy. 
The new alliance, the Co- 
ordinadora Oppositora Dem- 
ocratica Constitutional ista (Cod- 
eco). is a parliamentary coalition 
of centre-right National Party lea- 
ders. Christian Democrats and 
left-wing Liberals. 

A common denominator Isis 
emerged between the otherwise 
ideologically diverse groups that 
Honduras must exert greater ind- 
ependence. especially on foreign 
policy issues, and that the dem- 
ocratisation process begun in 
1 980 with the transfer from mil- 
itary to civilian rule must be con- 
solidated. 

A National Party leader. Dr. 


Rafael Callejas. a well-known 
conservative, said: “Although it is 
called a democracy in Honduras. 
President Suazo Cordoba has tur- 
ned it into a totalitarian gov- 
ernment.” The president’s opp- 
onents on both right and left com- 
plain of his interference in the aff- 
airs of the National Pany. man- 
ipulation of the Liberal Pany pol- 
itical machinery, widespread cor- 
ruption in ministries controlled by 
his supponers and claim that the 
Supreme Coun is used as just one 
more tool in the president's pol- 
itical armoury. 

Even U.S. embassy officials 
admit in private to disillusionment 
with the ruling group of Liberals 
and their questionable business 
deals. The Honduran forestry 
industry, said one. “is the biggest 
source of Liberal Party patronage 
in the country.” 

In the face of increasing iso- 
lation. president Suazo Cordoba 
has already had to withdraw sup- 
port from Mr. Carlos Facusse. his 
favoured candidate as his suc- 
cessor in the November election. 
Mr. Facusse is linked to powerful 
industrial concerns interested in 
taking advantage of the Reagan- 
sponsored Caribbean Basin Ini- 
tiative for Honduras. 

The government will face its 
first serious challenges in the com- 
ing weeks as the Codeco alliance 
flexes its muscles and takes on the 
president's group of Liberals in 
Congress. 

According to Mr. Jorg Arturo 
Reina. leader of a left-wing Lib- 
eral group in Codeco, moves to 
improve the electoral law and to 
change the directorate of Con- 
gress will seriously weaken Pre- 
sident Cordoba's control, both 
within congress and his own party, 
if Codcco can muster a majority 


vote in congress. Mr. Reina bel- 
ieves they can do just that. The 
president would then be obliged to 
use his veto, which could provoke 
a constitutional crisis and would 
certainly bring people on to the 
streets, according to Mr. Reina. 

The challenge has worried the 
ruling Liberals, to the extent that a 
crude smear campaign is now- 
under way to link Codeco with an 
unsubstantiated document calling 
for a military coup against the pre- 
sident. Codeco’s leaders, on the 
contrary, are totally opposed to 
military involvement in the dem- 
ocratic process and the army itself, 
under the leadership of General 
Walter Lopez, seems content to 
take a back seat as the political 
parties battle for power. 

Of greater concern to the mil- 
itary is the fear that the Nic- 
araguan contras may face military 
defeat in Nicaragua and flood 
back into Honduras. The contra 
forces of the FDN. at an estimated 
10.000 to 12,000. are almost as 
big as the Honduran armed forces, 
and Us leadership was closely lin- 
ked to the Honduran military str- 
ongman General Gustavio Alv- 
arez. who was deposed by General 
Lopez last March. 

On the economic front, debt 
service payments this year are 
scheduled at between $400 mil- 
lion and S500 million, over half of 
all foreign exchange earnings. The 
5400 million balance of payments 
deficit on current account is Coh- 
ered almost entirely by U.S. aid, 
according to a senior ministerial 
aide in the Economy Ministry. 

In return for continuing eco- 
nomic aid. however, the U.S. is 
now pressing for a devaluation of 
the currency, which in an election 
year has been ruled out by the 
government. 

Mr. John Negroponte. the U.S. 
Ambassador to Honduras, said: 
“The U.S. is responsive to Hon- 


duras’ needs and the talks are 
going ahead. But we also have to 
consider Congress and public opi- 
nion at home.” Economic support 
funds of 5148 million are being 
held up until the Honduran gov- 
ernment obliges with the desired 
economic adjustments. 

Ostensibly, the talks between 
Honduras and the U.S. are over 
the renegotiation of a 1 954 mil- 
itary treaty. However, it appears 
that the issue at the heart of the 
blocked negotiations is that of the 
contras. 

A U.S. embassy official adm- 
itted that, although officially not 
pan of the talks, “the contras are 
an underlying concern for the 
Hondurans.” It is virtually the 
only negotiating lever the Hon- 
durans have, given that the Rea- 
gan administration views the con- 
tras as a crucial factor in bending 
the Sandinistas to Washington’s 
wiD. and given Honduras’ key role 
as the supply route to the gue- 
rrillas. 

Dr. Paz B arnica, the Honduran 
foreign minister, said the contras 
“must respect the laws of the cou- 
ntry or else be sanctioned.” 

One high level military officer 
said: “We have to recognise that 
the Sandinistas have consolidated 
themselves in Nicaragua and we 
are not going to be able to change 
that. It is the U.S.'s problem 
now.” 

Whether Honduras can sustain 
this trend will now depend on its 
ability to convince the U.S. that 
failure to provide sufficient eco- 
nomic aid will lead to an explosion 
of social tensions in Honduras. 
The final deal, however, may be to 
toe the U.S. foreign policy line in 
exchange for U.S.-financed dom- 
estic solvency, but it could spell 
the political end for the present 
ruling group of Liberals — Fin- 
ancial Times news feature. 


Mubarak explores 
Washington’s readiness 
to resume pedbe effort 


By Robert H. Reid 

Associated Press 

CAIRO — President Hosni Mub- 
arak's talks in Washington, which 
began Monday, represent the lat- 
est in a long series- of initiatives 
that have foundered over one 
major obstacle: The Palestinians. 

— How much should the Pal- 
estinians. in particular the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). concede to Israel in the 
form of recognition of the Jew.Jt 
state's right to exist? 

— What can the Palestinians 
and the PLO expect in return, 
given Israel’s position as an int- 
ernationally accepted state and its 
formal annexation of Arab East 
Jerusalem and the Golan Heights? 

— Who should speak for the 
Palestinians, the PLO. Arab sta- 
tes. or Palestinians not affiliated 
with the guerrilla movement? 

Those questions have dogged 
every peace initiative in the Mid- 
dle East since Israel overran the 
West Bank of the Jordan River 
and Gaza Strip in the 1 967 war. 

So far the Israelis refuse to neg- 
otiate with the PLO or its mem- 
bers. preferring instead direct 
talks with Jordan and Egypt over 
the West B ank and Gaza. 

But Egypt. Jordan and the rest 
of the Arab World consider the 
PLO the only representative of 
the Palestinians. Without acc- 
eptance at least by Yasser Arafat's 
wing of the PLO, it is unlikely a 
substantial Arab bloc could afford 
to bless any peace formula. 

Mr. Arafat's opposition to the 
1978 Camp David agreements, 
which called for Jordanian and 
Palestinian — though not spe- 
cifically PLO — participation in 
peace talks with IsraeL largely was 
responsible for that effort's failure 
to forge a regional peace. 

Mr. Mubarak will tell the U.S. 
administration that his initiative 
offers an advantage the others 
have lacked: Egypt. Jordan and 
Mr. Arafat support it 

“Let the United States offer 
something,” said the state-run 
-Cairo daily Af-Gom hurra. “Ara- 
fat will then be able to winsupport 
... for. Jurtber . Palestinian moves 
towards peace.’’ 

Mr. Mubarak will propose in 
•Washington that President Ron- 
ald Reagan invite a delegation of 
Jordanians and Palestinians to a 
“preliminary dialogue” as a first 
step towards negotiations with 
IsraeL . 

The .Egyptians believe this 
would convince Washington of 
Palestinian willingness to deal 
with Israel and to accept its right 
to exist. 

. But the Egyptian plan, end- 
orsed by Jordan, b opposed by 


such as Syria for the same reason. 
Neither wants to see the United 
States deal with Mr. Arafat. 

That would undermine Israefs 
position with the United States 
and strengthen Mr. Arafat's bac- 
kers in the PLO in their struggle 
with opponents within the PLO. 

The Egyptian formula does not 
provide clear answers to the three 
basic questions: What concessions 
will the Palestinians offer? How 
much land will be returned? And 
how will the Palestinians be rep- 
resented? 

Egyptian diplomats admit this 
privately but hope a U.S.- 
Palestinian dialogue will ove- 
rcome the differences in time. 

Egypt and Jordan maintain that 
Mr. Arafat in effect already rec- 
ognises Israefs right to exist thr- 
ough a Feb. 1 1 agreement he rea- 
ched with Jordan. 

The agreement called for. 
among other things, a regional sec- 
ernent based on all U.N. General 
Assembly and Security Council 
resolutions on the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

In doing so. the agreement imp- 
hed acceptance of Security Cou- 
ned Resolution 242 of November 
1967, wh,ch calls for Israeli wit- 
ndrawal from territories captured 
m 19t>7 and affirms the right of all 
aates in the region to exist in 

peace, 
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The Moonies — a power in the service of rightwing policies 


% Jean-Francois Boyer and Alejandro Alem 

Known for the spiritual influence it can have on young 
in many countries, the Unification Chur ch, more 
frequently known as the “Moon sect or Moonies” from the 
name of its founder, is also a real economic power In the 
service of anticommunism. This investigation describes the 
main comp one n ts of this vast industrial and financial emp- 
ire- ilS ramifications in Latin Aiwripan iliptatordiipt and foe 
activities in Europe, especially in France. 


rr IS from his office on ihe third 
floor of Montevideo’s daily “ Ult- 
imas Notirias” buildingthat Julian 
Safi, the newspaper's director, 
runs his other business as well — 
fwo printing plants, the main lux- 
ury hotel in the city and the cou- 
ntry's third largest bank, not 10 
mention a number of property 
holdings. And he owes this local 
empire to the founder of the Uni- 
fication Church. 

On his office wall is a pho- 
tograph showing President Rea- 
gan effusively shaking hands with 
Colonel Bo Hi Pak. a former 
South Korean army officer who is 
now Rev. Moon's right-hand man. 

At 41. Julian Safi is today worth 
over S50 million. A former jou- 
rnalist who used to run the Uru- 
guyan dictatorship's propaganda 
service up until five years ago. he 
still cannot get over it: ‘Tin not a 
businessman... If Tm one; it’s not 
because Tra a genius m business, 
but because I'm trusted by the 
Rev. Moon.” 

Mr. Safi has had a lot of luck. At 
20 he was a reporter of “La Man- 
ana.’’ the big conservative mor- 
ning daily, and did not seem cut 
out for a brilliant career. But he 
met and married the daugher of 
the newspaper's owner. Man ini 
Rios, a local political right-wing 
boss of the Colorado Party. He did 
not become a talented journalist 
for all that. His fonner newspaper 
colleagues remember him as a ser- 
ious and professional man. but not 
much more. He nevertheless rose 
rapidly in his father-in-iaw's bus- 
iness. becoming successively dir- 
ector of "La Manana" and "El 
Piano." the group’s other new- 
spaper. He then joined up with 
far-right groups, through the age- 
ncy of his brother-in-law. Hugo 
Manini Rios, a leader of the fas- 
ristic youth organisation. Juv- 
entud Urugpaya de Pie. Already 
at this Lime. Mr. Safi was on good 
terms with the embassies of Tai- 
wan. South Africa and South 
Korea. And he wrote several rep- 
orts .on these th#e countries ^t . 
rherr invitation. 

. Following .1973 military 
coup; it came as no surprise then 
to see him running a group of 
journalists who worked for the 
military government's public rel- 
ations department. In January 
1980. he met the South Korean 
Colonel Bo Hi Pak, who at the 


rime was visung conservative new- 
spapers in the Southern Cone loo- 
king for editorial writers with Eng- 
lish and Spanish for launching a 
big Spanish- language daily in the 
United Slate*. With a copy of the 
New* World’ - under his arm (the 
first daily Moon established in the 
U.S. ). Bo Hi Pak went canvassing 
“La Nacion" and "El Mercurio” 
in Santiago (Chile), “La Nacion” 
and the Argentine dictatorship's 
official news agency Telam in 
Buenos Aires, and “La Folha da 
Tarde” in Brazil. 

Impressed by the arguments 
developed in “News World”, 
which makes no secret of hs anti- 
communist and antiprogressive 
attritudes, several rightwing jou- 
rnalists teamed up with Rev. 
Moon’s deputy. They were Man- 
uel Fuentes (editor-in-chief of the 
Santiago, Chile La Nacion). 
Tomas MacHale (editor-in-chief 
of the Santiago El Mercurio). 
Antonio Aggio (editor-in-chief of 
the Sao Paulo Folha da Tarde). 
and in particular Antonio Rod- 
riguez Carmona from Telam, who 
in 1979 began working on the pro- 
ject to launch the future Spanish- 
language daily. Mr. Carmona int- 
roduced Mr. Pak to Mr. Safi, who 
took up the coloners offer of a 
month’s training course with the 
newspaper's editorial team in New 
York. A few months later the 
paper appeared as “Notirias del 
Mundo.” 

Mr. Safi returned to Uruguay a 
changed man. He had met Moon 
and discovered that Moon, who 
was now living in the United Sta- 
tes, was much more than a rel- 
igious leader. He was one of the 
world’s richest men and wanted to 
put the profits from his company 
to work in the interests of a new 
anti-communist multinational. 
Two disclosures give an idea of the 
resources Moon had for plunging 
into this battle. In November 
1984, Julian Safi told us that while 
Moon’s businesses were for the 
most part based in South Korea. 
.. Japan .4Uji 

'“there isn’t a single country in the 
^Western world, where Moon has 
"“no interests”: That sainfe montfi. 
two fonner Japanese heads of the 
Unification Church. Yoshakazu 
Soejima and Hiraoki inoue, dis- 
closed to the “Washington Post” 
that the Japanese branch of the 
church alone had transferred S800 


million to the United Slates over 
the previous nine years for fun- 
ding political activities and new 
business. 

The Moon empire is a nebula 
which has still not been properly 
studied. But the testimony of ren- 
egades and information obtained 
in court actions against the Uni- 
fication Church provide a slightly 
clearer idea. Its power is first and 
foremost underpinned by the 
near-monopoly it has in pro- 
cessing and marketing ginseng 
(the aromatic root of an ara- 
tiaceous plant that is supposed to 
tone up the system, ginseng is now 
marketed in Europe). The fac- 
tories are in South Korea and all 
the import-export firms around 
the world dealing in the product — 
this is not their only activity — 
belong to Moon. One example: in 
France and French-speaking Afr- 
ica, it is the firm of Alpha ei 
Omega. ** Moon also has stakes in 
South Korea's light and heavy 
industry,” says Mr. Safi, “and he 
takes pan in the armament effon 
imposed on all industrialists by the 
Seoul government." His firm, 
Tonghill. for example, produces 
parts for the M-l 6 assault rifle and 
the M-79 rocket-launcher man- 
ufactured under U.S. licence: 
Moon is also said to control the 
Korean Titanium Industrial Com- 
pany. 

Established in the U.S. since 
1972. Moon has also built up a 
tidy little fortune there. In 1977. 
using Korean. Chinese and Jap- 
anese intermediaries, he obtained 
control of the Diplomat National 
Bank. Then he went into the fis- 
heries industry, acquiring a shi- 
pyard at Bayou (Alabama) which 
built two fish-processing ships, 
and two shipbuilding firms — Int- 
ernational Ocean Enterprises on 
the east coast and Golden Gate 
Sea Food on the west. The fish, 
caught and deep-frozen on the 
spot, is sent to Japan. "Moon also 
has a fleet of 70 trawlers off the 
coast of Guyana,” revealed Mr. 
Safi. 

In an interview he gave UP! in 
1984. the head of the Unification 
Church in the U.S.. Mose Durst, 
indicated that the church’s various 
holdings generated annual profits 
to the tune of $500 million. To this 
must be added the Unification 
Church’s profits from sales of flo- 
wers and holy objects by its fol- 
lowers all over the world. For the 
U.S.. these amounted to $30 mil- 
r^iiorL said Mr. Durst. A rough pro- 
jepqon puts the annual profits 
Jrom ail these Moon church ven- 
tures at a total of $700 million 
which is about as much as To yota' s 
and more than Unilever’s. ITTs 
or Chrysler s. 

True, the group expanded from 
■ 1 980 to 1 984. but at the time Mr. 
Safi met Moon, the latter already 


had substantial resources. The 
plan he unfolded to this minor 
Uruguayan newspaper director 
was grandiose. “The Third World 
war has begun.” Moon told him. 
“and it wfll not be won with arms 
but with ideas" To vanquish 
Communism wherever it was a 
threat — in Latin America in par- 
ticular — the “ new messiah" wan- 
ted to provide himself with two 
tools: an up-to-date and highly 
professional international press 
group, and a transnational org- 
anisation for training and guiding 
leaders in selected countries so 
they could be the Unification 
. Church's political arm. 

The press group was to be based 
od the firm publishing the first two 
newspapers founded by Moon in 
the U.S. ^“News World” (Dec. 
31. 1976) and “Noticias de 
Mundo” (April 22. 1980). The 
publishing firm, which was first 
called News World Com- 
munications and later Time Tri- 
bune Corporation, run by its pre- 
sident Bo Hi Pak. added the ill- 
ustrious “Washington Times” 
(March 1, 1982) to its stable for 
competing with the big liberal 
“Washington Post”. The firm then 
changed the name of “News 
World” to “New York Tribune” 
to run it with far more resources 
against che liberal “New York 
Times”. 

As for the anticommunist int- 
ernational. it was set up by Moon 
in New York under the name of 
Causa. It too was placed under Bo 
Hi Pak's management. Its first 
priority was the Southern Cone. 
Julian Safi was given the job of 
implementing the plan in Uru- 
guay. He was given the means for 
it — S50 million deposited in 1980 
in Uruguay's third biggest bank. 
Banco de Credito. using the ser- 
vices of an offshore bank. Kami 
Ltd., based in the Grand Cayman 
island. Some swift juggling with 
book transfers, the secret of which 
is known only in international fin- 
ancial markets, transferred own- 
ership of Kami Ltd. to Mr. Safi. 
That same year he received rei- 
nforcements in the shape of Ste- 
phen Boyd, a young American 
missionary, who set up in Mon- 
tevideo. For four years they wor- 
ked together, dividing up the jobs, 
and were soon helped out by two 
other sect members. Ingrid and 
Werner Lindeman. both German. 

Then things began to move very 
rapidly. Mr. Safi’s connections 
with military and conservative cir- 
cles were paying off fuDy. Causa 
Uruguay held its first seminar in 
April 1981, which showed quite 
clearly how much Moon could 
count on the support of Latin 
American military men in running 
his crusade. The seminar took 
place on the premises of the gov- 
ernment tourist department. 


American receptivity 
to Zionist propaganda 


From Time immemorial 

By Joan Peters 
Harper and Row, 1984. 

IF EVIDENCE were needed to 
show how readily the American 
public will accept Zionist pro- 
paganda — no matter how out- 
rageous — "From Time Imm- 
emorial" by Joan Peters should be 
exhibit A. Ms. Peters' book may 
turn out to be the most spectacular 
and pernicious literary hoax of 
• recent times. The book even out- 
does The Haj, by Leon Uris, as 
propaganda because it claims to 
be history rather than fiction. It 
was published by the prestigious 
firm Harperand Row, and the 
mainstream media has accepted 
the book’s "findings”, com- 
plaining only about Peters’ pol- 
emic tone and her lack of balance. 

Ms. Peters claims to uncover 
new evidence that many of the 
Palestinians who were forced out 
of their homeland in 1948-49 
were recent illegal immigrants to 
the area. She asserts that the Pal- 
estinian refugee problem is an art- 
ificial one nurtured by the PLO 
and the Arab states and that there 
is no such thing as a Palestinian 
except in the minds of the PLO 
and its supporters. 

For Palestinian-Araericans, 
many of whose families have lived 
in Palestine for generations, the 
"new research" in the Peters book 
is insultingly implausible. 

A few writers and scholars have 
exposed the fraud. Norman G. 
Finkelstein. a doctoral candidate 
at Princeton University, wrote in 
the Sept. 5 “In These Times,” that 
the book “was among the most 
spectacular frauds ever published 
on the Arab- Israeli conflict." 

Bill Farrell, writing in the sch- 
olarly “Journal of Palestine Stu- 
dies.” said. “Ms. Peters’ claims 
regarding the demography of Pal- 
estine do not stand up to scr- 
utiny." Noted MIT linguist Noam 
Chomsky said, “Virtually every 
reference is a gross falsification, 
one that couldn’t have been done 
by error.” He hinted that Ms. Pet- 
ers was not alone in producing the 
\ book: “There is no way a single 
human being could have been 
capable of* that much outright 
tying" 

When Ms. Peters began her 
promotional tour in the spring and 


summer of 1 984, American- Arab 
Anti- Discrimination Committee 
(ADC) members responded ang- 
rily to radio stations and new- 
spapers that interviewed her. 
Unfortunately, all protests were 
drowned out by the hoopla of 
Harper and Row’s promotion and 
the uncritical reception in the 
press. “From Time Immemorial”" 
is selling briskly and is in its ninth 
hardcover printing. 

Ms. Peters is a journalist who 
claims to have been sympathetic 
towards Palestinian refugees 
when she covered the 1973 war. 
As she further explored the plight 
of the Palestinians, she underwent 
a conversion — from identifying 
with the refugees to condemning 
them and other Arabs for dec- 
eiving the world. 1 She writes that 
Jews did not live in peace with the 
Arabs even before the creation of 
the state of Israel; that Jewish 
immigration to Palestine was hin- 
■dered by massive illegal Arab 
immigration, which was ignored 
by Mandate officials; and that 
Jewish immigrants to Palestine did 
not displace an established Arab 
population. 

In an interview with ADC 
Times. Mr. Finkelstein said, “Any 
responsible reviewer would have 
discovered 90 per cent of what I 
discovered if he had simply read 
the book with care.” What Mr. 
Finkelstein discovered and rev- 
ealed in his article is that the dem- 
ographic study upon which Ms. 
Peters based her thesis of illegal 
Arab immigration into Palestine 
“is almost entirely falsified.” 

Miss Peters writes that the 
Hope Simpson Report stated that j 
“Arab unemployment figures 
were inflated; Mr. Finkelstein 
looked at the actual document and 
found that it simply stated, “Arab 
unemployment is serious and gen- 
eral." 

Similar falsifications of source 
documents abound. Alexander 
Cockburn reported Mr. Fin- 
kelstein’s and Farrell's findings in 
two issues of ’’The Nation.” In the 
Oct. 13 issue. Cockburn reprinted 
a passage from pages 158-9 of 
“From Time Immemorial" alo- 
ngside an excerpt from “Justice 
for My People.’’ a ’Zionist tract 
written by Ernst Frankenstein. 
The two passages are nearly ide- 
ntical. — ADC Times. 
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General Luis (Jueirolo. 
commander-in-chief of the Uru- 
guayan Army, was there to listen 
to Bo Hi Pak making die opening 
speech. The two later had a pri- 
vate meeting. Others present at 
the seminar were Industry and 
Energy Minister Francisco Tou- 
rcilles. who was also received by 
the South Korean colonel; and 
Colonel Laroque. head of the pub- 
lic relations office: aad Minister of 
Interior Alejandro Rovira. 

The seminar was dosed to the 
press. Only the army magazine. 
“El Soldado." covered the mee- 
ting in its 72nd issue. Mr. Pak went 
straight to the point:" All men and 
all nations should together ove- 
rcome Communism... It is an int- 
ernational Communism. My dear 
friends. 1 want Uruguay to be a 
model for the rest of the world in 
overcoming Communism. This 
country was the first in Latin 
America to come under Com- 
munist attacks and repel them 
successfully: it was natural then 
for the Causa movement to come 
to Uruguay first. I be!ie\e Uni- 
ficationism can produce dynamic 
and devoted leaders in this cou- 
ntry who will help the world free 
itself from Communist imp- 
erialism.” 

Before he left Uruguay. Mr. 
Pak met President Aparicio Men- 
des. Julian Safi was present at all 
the meetings where Moon's pro- 
jects in Uruguay were raised. As a 
matter of fact. Bo Hi Pak did not 
come from New York especially to 
meet Uruguay’s leaders. The 
Mon te\ ideo stopover w as pan of a 
tour w hich marked the start of the 
Causa project in Latin America. 

■ The first stage took him to Asu- 
ncion (Paraguay) where General 
Alfredo Stroessner received him 
on March 2. 1981. Mr. Pak made 
no secret of the fact he was deeply- 
impressed by the- Paraguan dic- 
tator. “I believe.” he said, “he's a 
special man. chosen by God to run 
his country." The first seminar 
held at Asuncion’s Institute of 
Higher Education brought tog- 
ether several ministers, political 
leaders and deans of faculties. 
Thanks to the intervention of Juan 
Manuel Fuentes. the local head of 
the Anti-communist League and a 
crony of the dictator- president. 
Unification Church members 
were soon giving courses in pol- 
itics in the ruling party’s offices. 

The third stage, in ail pro- 
bability the most important after 
Uruguay, was BolKja-Cot; Bo Hi 
Pak was in a country he knew very- 
well. North American renegades 
from the Unification Church have 
several times declared that Moon 
had privately announced General 
Garcia Meza's coup d'etat a 
month in advance. It was Garcia 
Meza, in fact, who presided at the 


dinner offered in honour of Bo Hi 
Pak at the La Paz Sheraton hotel, 
and it was his chief of staff. Gen- 
eral Jorge Aguila Teran. who gave 
the opening speech at the now cus- 
tomary seminar. 

The Bolivian military men rep- 
aid the man who had helped them 
so much. Following the attempted 
attack on Vice-President Jaime 
Paz Zamora. Alfredo Mingolla. an 
Argentine secret service agent 
imprisoned in La Paz by President 
Suazo in 1 983, told the magazine 
"Der Stern” in 1 9N4 that Thomas 
Ward (a member of the board of 
Causa International) had a direct 
hand in organising the coup d* ctat 
of July 17. 1980. He said Ward 
had worked with the boss of the 
World Anticommunist League’s 
Bolivian branch, and in particular 
with Klaus Barbie, who at the time 
was helping in the preparations 
with Colonel Luis Arce Gomez. In 
1984. confirming information 
coming from Moonie defectors 
from New York, the Bolivian Int- 
erior Ministry revealed that Moon 
and Causa offered S4 million to 
the 1 980 putschists and that in the 
following months a sum ot 
S 50.000 from the Unification 
Church was flown by the U.S. Air 
Force from Uruguay to La Paz. 

As for Causa, it acknowledges 
in its magazine (No. 2 of 
September-October 1981 ) ihai 
several seminars on Uni- 
ficationism were organised at the 
La Paz military academy tor sev- 
eral hundred young officers. Gen- 
eral Garcia Meza’s downfall cui 
short one of Moon's ambitious 
projects in Latin America: a lew 
months earlier Causa had applied 
for a permit to build a $42 million 
property complex including a 
radio and television station. 

The tour of Latin American dic- 
tatorships continued with a visit to 
Chile from June 22 to 26. 1981. 
Causa's first seminar in Chile look- 
place on official premises — the 
Casa Coiorada. the cradle of the 
Chilean constitution. The purpose 
of the seminar was summed up as 
follows: 

“First we want to set out the con- 
ference's central theme, which 
consists of sharp criticism of Mar- 
xist philosophy in its original form 
and the reforms introduced by 
later thinkers. Next we want to put 
forward a counterproposal — 
Unificationism. an ideology that 
can vanquish Communism on phi- 
losophical grounds and resolve the 
.problems that have favoured the 
emergence and growth of Com- 
munism." 

As always, journalists, aca- 
demics and political leaders were 
present. The closing banquet at 
the Sheraton provided Col. Bo Hi 
Pak with an opportunity to pay an 
effusive tribute to General Pin- 
ochet and Chile's economic rev- 


FOR RENT 

1- House consisting of three bedrooms, two salons, 
dining room, sitting room, three bathrooms, kit- 
chen and a giassed-veranda; with telephone, cen- 
tral heating and deluxe furniture. 

2- House consisting of a spacious room, salon, din- 
ing room, giassed-veranda, two bathrooms, kit- 
chen; with central heating, telephone and deluxe 
furniture. 

Pis. call tei: 813280 Amman. 


CAR FOR SALE AND HOUSE FOR RENT 


1 - Mercedes 200, wh ite, 38000 km., model 82. excellent cond ition. 
Price JD 2.800 without custom duties. 

2- Mercedes 200, red 88000 km., model 81, excellent condition. 
Price JD 4,800. 

3- Lada Niva 4 x 4. 39000 km., model 83. very good condition. 
Price JD 2.750. 

4- First floor house, separate entrance, garden, garage, central 
heating, consist of 2 bedrooms, salon, sitting and dining 
rooms, big kitchen, large veranda. 

location: Vicinity of Jordan University. Annual rent JD 1.600. 
Please contact 671061 from 8-14 p.m. and 16J0 - 18 p.m. 


Sylvester Stallone, Lyndsey Wagner, Billudee 
Williams 

Free parking lot available 
Daily at 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 p.m. 


TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT 
FOR SALE 


To contractors of roads, sewerage and water, 
construction, transport and demolition and to 
craftsmen and industrialists. 


We supply all your requirements of: 
Tools, heavy machinery, industrial tools, 
hydro-telescopic cranes of various capabilities. 
Rollers and asphalt laying machines, Cat- 
erpillar electricity generators and rock-crusher 
machines of multiple grades. 


For more information, please call 51 638, 28295 
and 778692. 



Safi’s rather blurred, but distinguishable picture of leading Uni- 
fication Church figure Bo Hi Pak meeting the Reagans. 


ival. In the presence of Pinochet's 
personal representative. Gen. Jov- 
ino Novoa. and Gen. Claudio 
Lopez. Bo Hi Pak exclaimed: " We 
know ihai men like Rev. Moon 
and yoursehes are the pillars of 
the struggle against the Com- 
munist international". 

Several weeks later, the Uni- 
fication Church's missionary in 
Santiago. Mrs. Nancy Hanna, rev- 
ealed that Mr. Pak had a long mee- 
ting with Gen. Pinochet in lyXO 
before founding Causa's Chilean 
branch. 

The Argent ine military w ho had 
been in power from 1976 proved 
to be less keen on backing Moon's 
crusade. During his 1980-SI 
swing through the Southern Cone. 
Pak. who at the time was looking 
for bilingual journalists, made use 
of a stopover at Buenos Aires to 
explain Moon’s great press project 
in Latin America to Rafael Vjd- 
ela' s press secretary. General 
Antonio Llamas. The plan. Mr 
Pak explained, was to buy up Arg- 
entina's big English-language 
daily, the "Buenos Aires Herald.” 
a firm opponent ol the dic- 
tatorship on human rights, and 
change its outlook. Gen. Videla ib 
said to have looked on the idea 
with favour, but the plan did not 
come oft as the government failed 
to exert sufficient pressure on the 
newspaper s owners. The fol- 
lowing year when Mr. Pak was 
going round South America add- 
ressing a succession of Causa sem- 
inars. Gen. Videla and Admiral 
Maseru, though both members of 
the World Anticommunist Lea- 
gue. refused to see him. We will 
never know whether it was pro- 
mpted by a wish to dissociate the- 
mselves politically from Moon, or 
by religious distrust on the pan of 
Gen. Videla. a staunch Catholic. 

Yet it was the most reactionary 
elements of the Argentine Cat- 
holic Church that backed the 
South Korean’s action — Arc- 


hbishop Antonio Plaza of L 2 Plata 
offered his patronage to the Arg- 
entine causa's first seminars, org- 
anised by La Plata Catholic Uni- 
versity. Mrs. Hebe de Bonafini. 
president of thL- Plaza de Mayo 
Mothers, accused Archbishop 
Plaza of direct invohemeni in the 
repression. She says she went to 
see him in February 1 977. shortly 
after her son disappeared, when 
she was not yet an activist tor the 
"desaparecidos” and human 
rights. Her evidence is damning. 
The Archbishop received her and 
directed her to an office in the cat- 
hedral's basement where a pol- 
iceman — a retired policeman, she 
was told — could give her inf- 
ormation about her son. After a 
few minutes she realised the man 
was not there to help her but rat- 
her to obtain information from her 
about the company her son kept, 
information the police had not 
succeded getting by other means. 
Other mothers who went to Arc- 
hbishop Plaza lor help some time 
afterwards fell into the same trap. 

Archbishop Plaza, who in this 
year of 1 98 1 had just been r-?c- 
cned by Pope John Paul II. :a one 
of the most commuted fun- 
damentalist prtess the 
against Libera; io’i Ti e »!o^ 
Issue No.2 of Ciusa . 
language magazine has W* p : cu-. . 
on the co\cr. showing him being 
embraced by the Pope, and con- 
tains an instructive leading article 
on the alliances that Moon wants 
to conclude with the Catholic 
Church: "For all those who realise 
the threat that atheistic Com- 
munism represents tor today's 
Christians. Pope John Paul's acc- 
ession to the Church leadership 
constitutes an act of God.... The 
archbishop (of La Plata) plays a 
very important role in the Holy 
Father's efforts to demonstrate 
that Communism and Christianas 
are incompatible — Le 

Monde Diplomatique. 


ATTENTION 

The CONSULAR SECTION of the AMERICAN EMB- 
ASSY announces the following new schedule for con- 
sular services: 

Passports and Other Services -8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
for American Citizens Sun.-Thurs. 

Submission of Nonimmigrant 8:00 a.m.-10:OO a.m. 

Visa Applications, including only Sun.-Thurs. 

visitors, students. 

businessmen 

(Interviews with the consul will follow throughout the 
morning!) 

Immigration Inquiries 10:00 a.m.-1:Q0 p.m. 

Mon.-Thurs. only 

NOTARIALS: 

Drop-off Documents 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Sun.-Thurs. 

Pick-up Documents 

(next working day) 1 :00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. Sun.-Thurs. 

only 

The above schedule will take effect Sunday. March 17. 1985. 



* Daily supply of fresh pasturised cow milk; 

* From the farm and after pasturisation direct to you 

daily: 

* This national company is the sole producer of this 

brand of fresh milk; 

* Since its establishment, 1 6 years ago, it continues 

the tradition of excellent production. 

* The products of the company are distributed only 

after a thorough and meticulous laboratory exa- 
mination; 

* The products of the company are healthy and nou- 

rishing to you and your family. 


YOUR HEALTH IS OUR AIM 


The products of the 
company: 

* Laban (yoghurt), lab- 
aneh, 

* Laban juice, white che- 
ese, chedar cheese of 
two kilogramme and 
one kilogramme pac- 
king. 

Available at all grocery 
shops and super- 
markets. 
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Neuberger in last-ditch 
bid on West Berlin issue 


BONN (R) — West German soccer chief Hermann 
Neuberger is to fly to Lisbon on Wednesday to make 
a last-ditch attempt to have West Germany con- 
firmed as hosts for the 1988 European Cha- 
mpionship finals. 

Officially. Neuberger will try to eaten their chances of staging the 
persuade the European Football tournament. 

Union (UEFA) to include West In London. English Football 
Berlin in the programme. Association secretary Ted Cro- 

But there is also a fear that the cker expressed confidence that 
political row over the city may LrEFA would opt to award the 
persuade UEFA's executive to finals to England, 
reject West Germany’s bid. “It’s fingers crossed right now. 

Neuberger is concerned that but I*m certain that UEFA cannot 
England, recommended by rubber stamp the West German 
UEFA's organising committee nomination following the erne- 
last month as second choice to rgence of this issue," he said, 
host the tournament behind West “We have submitted a further 
Germany, may be awarded the letter to them stressing particular 
championship when the executive points we would like considered, 
meets in the Portuguese capital on with emphasis on the support we 
Friday. ■ have been given by our gov- 

Neuberger and the West Ger- eminent, 
man Soccer Federation (DFB) “It is implicit in submitting a 
would make no official comment claim to stage such a tournament 
.on the situation Monday. that you have government sup- 

But the West German gov- port." 
emment’s stiff opposition to the The West German government 
championship taking place wit- said Sunday I had called on eight 
hout West Berlin as one of the Western European countries to 
.venues appears seriously to thr- su pport the inclusion of West Be r- 


We would like to seduce you... 





PATISSERIE 


announces 

the opening of its elegant patisserie , confisserie and cozy 
cafeteria located at Urn Utheina market square , Jabal 
Amman . 

Come ttr.d taste our delicious Turkish delights... 


\V.? cater to parties too! 


Tel: 818861 


DELUXE FLAT FOR RENT 

With villa-like character, super deluxe finishing and 
an area of 275 sq.m. Three bedrooms, three ver- 
andas, three bathrooms, sitting room, dining room, 
guest room, super quality kitchen. Independent cen- 
tral heating with all services and a telephone. 
Location: Sports City cross road, behind Sunrise 
Supermarket, Naqawa Building. 

N.B.: The flat can be rented with brand new deluxe 
furniture. 

Pie. call tel: 25234 or 25168, Mr. Jamal Naqawa 
from 08:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. 


The newspaper Eelt Am Son- 
ntag said the government planned 
to boy con the tournament if Ber- 
lin was excluded and would try to 
stop public money being used to 
fund it. 

UEFA officials have made it 
clear they regard the Berlin issue 
as an internal West German pro- 
blem and that a concession on the 
divided city now would make it 
appear as if they were yielding to 
political pressure. 

Neuberger has consistently said 

there is little chance of UEFA 
changing its mind on West Berlin, 
omitted from the programme 
mainly because Soviet -bloc nat- 
ions do not regard it as pan of 
West Germany. 

United, Liverpool 
to clash in . 

F.A. Cup semifinal 

LONDON (R) — Liverpool and 
Manchester United, the two most 
glamorous teams left in the Eng- 
lish Football Association (F.A.) 
Cup. will clash in the semifinal on 
April 13. 

The match at Everton's Goo- 



ICEMAN STRIKES: ‘Iceman' Mnton McC- 
rary, right, delivers a right to the body of challenger 
Pedro VtleUa during the World Boxing Council wel- 


terweight world championship title fight Saturday 
night. McCrary won the bout with a unanimous 
12- round decision (AP wirephoto) 


Glascow Rangers in Amman 


AMMAN lJ-T.) — Scottish football dnb Glascow Rangers arrived hi 
Amman Monday to pipy against the national 

are m Jordan training in preparation for their WorW Soccer Cup bid. 

The match wW be hdd Tuesday at the Sports City. • 

The Scottish tf«™, third in the Premier Division cteb who wwe 
beaten 4-1 by the national Iraqi team Sunday 

second foreign team to visit Jordan during the last weekto play against 
Hotspur, currently ^ in Enjfch 

K,mAhrtFriJ« 1-0- Knwit. ’« ffrt J^Wori d 

Cop campaign with a match i^iiistSyrM OB 

in 2 B qu,difyi£rou*l- The oth,r nwmbw of thf grxwp 

“£££ soccer team are 

thefrfirst World Cup qualification match agianst Jo”*” ™ 
SSX^ onFr,^. Jordan. Qatm. Lalnmon and Ira, nmke op 

Asian Group X A. 

Injury-time winner saves 
Uruguay in World Cup qualifier 

MONTEVIDEO (R) — Twice half but could find no way through 
World Cup winners Uruguay the weU-dnHed 
nade an inauspicious start to their until the - 4th m 
19S6 campaign, an injury-time ilera scored a fine opportunist 
toal earning them a 2-1 win over goal. 


France succumbs to Paraguay in Davis Cup 


LONDON (R) — One-time Davis 
Cup stalwarts France and Italy fai- 
led to survive the first round of this 
year's world group competition at 
the weekend. 

France, who won the cup from 
1927 to 1932 in the days of the 
so-called ‘four musketeers’, were 
humbled 3-2 for Lhe second time 
in two years by relative new- 


dison Park ground was the only comers Paraguay in the torrid heat 
clear-cut tie in Monday’s draw of Asuncion. 


because four clubs are contesting 
the two remaining places. 

Luton or Millwall will play hol- 
ders Everton or Ipswich at ano- 
ther neutral venue to be finalised 
after the replays. 

European Champions Liv- 
erpool have taken the first division 
title a record 15 times but have 
lifted the F.A. Cup only in 1965 
and 1974. They will be keen to 
improve that record in a season 
when they look likely to lose tfieir 
league crown. 


Yannick Noah and Henri Lec- 
onte struggled valiantly to recall 
the past glory of Jean Borotra, 
Jacques Brugnon, Henri Cochet 
and Rene Lacoste, but were fin- 


Italy. winners in 1976 and bea- 
ten finalists five times in the last 25 
years, failed to scale the heights 
once reached by their non-playing 
captain Adriano Panaita, bowing 
out 3-2 to India in Calcutta. 

Vijay Amritraj sent the home 
side through to the second round 
against Chile or Sweden by bea- 
ting Francesco ChanceUotti 5-7. 
6-4, 6-3, S-6 in the first reverse 
singles. 

Paraguay will meet Australia in 
the next round, scheduled for 
August 2-4. but India’s opponents 
are still undecided after the Int- 


choslovakia. winners in 1 9110. sco- 
red predictably easy wins over 
Japan and the Soviet Union res- 
pectively, while West Germany, 
’who fought off relegation in 19R4. 
beat Spain 3-2. 


MONTEVIDEO (R) — Twice 
World Cup winners Uruguay 
made an inauspicious start to their 
19S6 campaign, an injury-time 
goal earning them a 2-1 win over 
Ecuador in their opening South 
American group two soccer tie 
Sunday night. 

The 1930 and 1950 World 
Champions were flattered by the 
scoreline and Ecuador, held to a 
1-1 home draw by Chile earlier 
this month, appeared to have ear- 
ned a point when Uruguayan str- 
iker Ramos struck with almost the 
last kick of the game. 

Uruguay dominated the first 


But Ecuador took command 
after the interval and deservedly 
equalised 1 0 minutes after the res- 
tart when Cuvi headed home a 
cross from Hurtado. 

Until Ramos’ dramatic winner, 
Ecuador always looked the more 
likely to break the deadlock and 
they were unfortunate to run up 
against an inspired goalkeeper m 
Rodriguez. : 


ally outclassed by Victor Pecci and ernational Tennis Federation agr- 


WE PRODUCE IT BECAUSE YOU NEED IT 
CARRY HOME KAROUNE PRODUCTS 


Francisco Gonzalez. 

Noah re-kindled French hopes 
of victory when he squared the tie 
at 2-2 after a marathon 3-6, 6-3. 
17-15. 6-4 win over Go nzalez , but 
Leconte fell prey 6-3. 6-4, 3-6, 
7-5 to Pecci's energetic play on the 
steam v indoor woiodeu court. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, three bathrooms, salon, sitting 
room, dining room, laundry robm and a veranda with Ind- 
ependent central heating, garage, lift 
Location: Shmeisani - opposite the Professional Association’s 
Complex. 

Please call tel: 664732 - 676812 


SALES MANAGER 

Will be responsible to the Managing Director. Sho- 
uld be knowledgeable in the local market of dom- 
estic appliances with minimum five years exp- 
erience. Aged 25/40 years. 

Position carries good remuneration. 

Applications will be confidentially processed. Send 
C.V. with a copy of qualifications to 

P.O. Box 35024 - Amman and write on envelope 
“Sales”. 


eed to holders Sweden’s request to 
postpone their first-round contest. 

The tie against Chile, due to 
have been played in Santiago 
which was rocked by an ear- 
thquake a week ago, will now take 
place at the same venue either this 
month or next. 

Australia, who with the United 
States have dominated Davis Cup 
history, had a surprisingly easy run 
against Yugoslavia in split. 

Pat Cash, hero of the Aus- 
tralians’ 19R3 final triumph over 
Sweden in Melbourne, again hit 
form on cue to rout Marco Ostoja 
6-2, 6-0, 6-2 to give the visitors a 
decisive lead. 

The United States, beaten fin- 
alists last year, and Cze- 




SECRETARY WANTED 

Company requires full time secretary with good 
command of English. Must be fully conversant with 
all secretarial duties i.e. typing, telex etc. Any kno- 
wledge of Italian language advantageous but not 
essential. 

Please contact Helen at 38399/28194 


WANTED 

Female sales officer/secretary for mayor American car ren- 
tal and tourism agency operating in Jordan. 

Must have good command of both English and Arabic 
(ability to type in Arabic is essential). 

If interested, please send C.V to P.O. Box 183963 or call 
686140 or 689306 no later than March 25, 1985. 


FOR RENT 

1- House consisting of three bedrooms, two salons, 
dining room, sitting room, three bathrooms, kit- 
chen and a glassed-veranda; with telephone, cen- 
tral heating and deluxe furniture. 

2- House consisting of a spacious room, salon, din- 
ing room, glassed-veranda, two bathrooms, kit- 
chen: with central heating, telephone and deluxe 
furniture. 

Pis. call tel: 813280 Amman. 


THE " ~ 

BRITISH COUNCIL 


The British Council Library will reopen on Monday 
March 18. 

Opening hours: Saturday-Thursday 8 a.m. - 1:30 
p.m. 

and 4 p.m. - 6 p.m. 

New members welcome. 


TIME 


STRIKE ENDS (British mine strike ends) 
CAMBRIDGE HIGH-TECH 
LAUREAT FABIUS (French premier brings 
fresh ideas to Socialists cause) 

FRANCESCO PAZIENZA (one of Italy's most 
wanted fugitives arrested in N.Y.) 
CARAMANLIS EXIT (Greek P.M. will not sup- 
port Caramanlis) 


WATER AUTHORITY 
MA’AN WATER AND SEWERAGE 
PROJECT 

CONTRACT MN2/39/85 

IFlK ■ "“."III' ** held Saturday Mar. 

Will®** IOCal tim °- 

Eng. M.S. Kllanl 
President 

Water Authority 


To advertise in 
this settion 


To advertise in 
this settion 


To advertise in 
this settion 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

AircondHioned 


CHINESE 

JtiESTAUItANT 




CROWN 

international 

establishment 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following arc the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday, 


One sterling 1.0795/0805 
One U.S. dollar 1 13925/35 
33620/40 
3.8020/50 
2.8660/80 
6735/60 
103700/2800 
2096/2098 
259.70/85 
95325/75 
9.6150/6200 
12.0025/75 

One ounce of gold 290.00/39050 


U5. dollars 

HanariiyTi dollars 

West Gennan masks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Equities ended firm after a quiet session with 
the FTSE 100 Share Index up one point at 1289.6. 

Initial sentiment was encouraged by firmer sterling and weaker 
domestic money rates although market operators seem prepared 
to keep to the sidelines ahead of the U.K. budget next week, - 
dealers said. 

Government bonds showed gains of up to % point with demand 
exhausting the 200 min stg 10Yz pet treasury 1999 ‘ taplef stock at 
98% stg. Initial activity saw the government broker supply some 
of the 1 1 pet treasury 1990 ‘tap' stock at 20 Ya stg. Gold shares and 
North Americans were firm. 

BTR rose 30p to 689, having touched 706 following its agreed 
101 min stg bid for Dunlop which finned 4%p to 55% after 67. 

The purchase of 1 1 .4 min shares of House of Fraser by Alfayed 
Investment and Trust had little effect on the share price, down 2p 
at 400. Lonrho was 6p higher at 165 having sold 9.7 min of 
Fraser's shares. 

Tricemxol firmed 20p to 118 following speculation of a tak- 
eover bid by Enterprise Oil with both companies later declining to 
comment on the rumours. 



' FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, MARCH 12, 1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES; Project your talents, 
views and ideas today, for you can so utter and express 
them that you can get them to operate to your benefit. 
As the day passes, unexpected conditions arise. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Fascinating new oppor- 
tunities to advance can arise early, so be on the <7 iu vive 
and seize them. A newcomer surfaces in your life. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Your mate can be more 
cooperative now because of some new conditions. One 
in business is also of 

GEMINI {May 21 to Jnne 21) Be with partners who 
are dynamic and quite different from the average and 
• yoir can-advance rnore-quickly; - 

-MOON CHELDREJMJune 22 to JuL 21) You can 
make your work much easier if you use more modern 
mechanisms. Enjoy amusements with co-workers. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Do some entertaining of those 
you like and please them so that you gain added good 
wQL Discuss ideas with loved ones. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Study what should be 
done to make home conditions more favorable. Invite 
. friends in who are cheerful. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct 22) The direct approach is 
best in dealing with others and you will get fine results. 
Accept an invitation that will be extended. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) A good conventional 
friend gives you an opportunity to make more money, 
but later you have to use a new system. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Be off and run- 
ning to whatever appeals to you in the morning and later 
a favor is forthcoming without effort 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) The first thing on 
the agenda is to go after that private desire and get it 
Plan how to make life more ex citing. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Get in touch with 
as many fine friends as you can and gain their coopera- 
tion for some pet project. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You have an idea how 
to improve your position in life and should quickly put 
it to work for you. Show ability to a bigwig. . 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY he or she will 
have a mind which literally roams the universe and 
should have the benefit of a fine college education, also 
to include several foreign languages, since much travel 
is indicated here.' Teach to keep promises. 


THE Daily Crossword byManhaj. Dewitt 


- ACROSS 
1 Gorkll” 

5 Does abelly 
whoppor 
10 Gran! 

14 Arabian tottar 

15 Oberonof 
films 

15 Ftofllng toots 
17 Rawfalkon 
10 Gaiter 

20 On (ha up — 

21 Calming with 
drugs 

23 Phoenician 
City 

25 Pinochle cards 
28 Mohammedan 
Judge 

- 29 Square pfllar 

31 Spiy 
34 Cramwefl 
38 Makes boo-boo? 

38 “Hit ware 
done when — 
dona— p 

39 Takes umbrage 
41 Certain 

worshiper 

43 Reference 
wortcabbr. 

44 Cartoonist 
Adda ms 

46 Louisiana 
cook MV 

47 Author Lagartot 
49 Mannarism 

51 Hydrocarbons: 
sufi. 

52 Hops dryer 

54 Chronic 
failure 

58 Of the stars 
58 Jockey Arearo 

62 Put to flight 

63 Revelation 

55 Concerning 
68 Pubflcspa! 

67 Vegetable 

68 Contemporary 
89 Anoorpart 

70 Me*, laborer 

DOWN 

1 Spotted cavy 

2 N-C-codaoe 

3 Peel 
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I'lSSS TneuM 

Man 

SorWCN. 

toe 


4 Gushing 

5 Afternoons 
B School work 

7 Cuban province 

8 Trudge 

9 Fr. upper house 

10 Sheath 

11 Revelation 

12 Dizzy or Daffy 

13 Superlative 
suffix 

18 Roof ornament 
22 COOMKHl 
24— Vader 
20 Canters 

27 Coeurd*— 

28 Revelation 
30 Fr. painter 

32 Kind of 
thread 

33 — Park, Coto. 
35 Box 

37 Cereal grains 
40 Dram 
42 Certain 
pendent ' 

45 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


wma uuuLia aama 
quiqju muaiiiu uana 
□ciBanaaciBci uuaa 
uuuuuli tiuu aaaiii 
alia auaaa 

□QQEIIiailt!] □□□□□ft 

idbqbh □□ana aaa 
anno manna anaa 
aau Haaaa aanaa 
BQBHQa anaarjaaEJ 
uufciua uuu 
aona uqh [iiuaaaa 

□QBO QCiaiS HQQElIilEJ 
GHUHB UU0BL5 tJUIIIJ 
0BBQ 0S00Q 


48 Substance 
SO Lawmakers 
53 Credit 

55 Sheaafe*. 

56 Top-drawer 

57 Early Peruvian 


56 Barrier to 
control water 

80 Jap- box 

81 Actor Rfchard 
62 VanWInkle 
84 victory ston 


IMF gives Belgrade 
more breathing room 


WASHINGTON (R) — A ten- 
tative agreement by the Int- 
ernational Monetary Fund (IMF) 
to lend about $300 million to 
debt-plagued Yugoslavia gives 
Belgrade much needed economic 
breathing space, monetary sou- 
rces believe. 

Owing some SI 9 billion. Yug- 
oslavia stands about eighth in a 
world debtors' table headed by 
BrazS, which has debts of about 
SI 00 billion. 

Economic hardship, including 
surging inflation, prompted Bel- 

giade to ask its commercial bank 
lenders to reschedule $5.3 billion 
in principal that fall due from. 
1985 to 1988. 

The banks agreed to a 
stretched-out repayment schedule 
for $35 billion, and the rest has 
already been rescheduled for rep- 
ayment over the next four years. 

The bankers said they would 
.reschedule the loans only if Bel- 
grade accepted an IMF economic 
programme, and their pact is tied 
to final approval from the fund’s 
directors of the plan worked out 
by Yugoslavia and IMF staff. 

That prospect is closer after the 
two sides agreed terms for a new 
$300 million loan in Belgrade last 
month to replace an existing credit 
that expires in April. 

Yugoslav sources close to rbe 
talks said terms had been worked 
out covering targets for inflation- 
adjusted interest rates, the dinar 
exchange rate, domestic con- 
sumption and monetary con- 
ditions. 

One sticking point was said to 
have been how to calculate int- 
erest rates, which the IMF wants 
tied closely to the rate of inflation. 

The IMF team, which has not yet 
returned to Washington, bowed to 


Yugoslav appeals for flexibility on 
the issue by agreeing to a method 
for calculating inflation that was in 
line with Yugoslav wishes, the 
sources in Belgrade said. 

Monetary sources here thought 
h unlikely that the new pro- 
gramme could be set up by the 
time the current one expires, but 
said it should be put in place just 
after unless it ran into problems 
from ihe IMF Washington staff or 
did not get the approval of Man- 
aging Director Jacques de Lar- 
osiene. 

However Yugoslavia’s res- 
cheduling pact with the banks falls 
short of what Belgrade wanted. 

While the bankers have agreed 
to a multi-year agreement after 
two successive years of one-year 
debt relief, they have declined to 
set interest rates now for the entire 
period. New York banking sou- 
rces said. 

Instead they are insisting the 
rate structure be reviewed each 
year — a position that gives them a 
powerful weapon to press for con- 
tinuation of IMF-sponsored eco- 
nomic reforms. 

For its part, Belgrade would like 
10 have a multi-year rescheduling 
similar to that afforded to Mexico, 
which includes an overall interest 
rate plan. 

The issue is still to be resolved 
and the two sides are also divided 
on just what the interest rate she 
uld be. 

The sources said Yugoslavia has 
told its bank advisory committee it 
would like a meeting before the 
March 25 gathering of the so- 
called Paris Gub group of Wes- 
tern creditor governments, which 
have been rather cool to the idea 
of a multi-year rescheduling. 
However, no date has yet been set. 


Severe winter threatens 
Poland’s economic gains 


WARSAW (R) — Damage to 
Poland’s economy inflicted by one 
of the severest winters this century 
could wipe out the gains made 
over the last two years. Com- 
munist Party leader Wojciech Jar- 
uzelski has warned. 

The official PAP News Agency 
said Sunday that General Jar- 
uzelski indicated in a weekend 
speech to party activists in the Bal- 
tic port of Szczicin' that making up 
the losses by the end of theYcar 
would be ope of the government’s 
main priorities. 

Government spokesman Mr. 
Jerzy Urban said last month that 
heavy snowfalls and temperatures 
well below zero, which seriously 
dislocated the rail network, had 
cost the country $1.6 billion in lost 
production. 

General Jar uzelski reported that 
the fall in coal exports resulting 
from the transport disruption 
amounted to $1S0 million of 
badly-needed hard currency ear- 
nings being lost. 

The cold forced domestic con- 
sumption of coal up by 35 million 
tonnes and production losses inc- 
luded 500,000 tonnes of steel, 
140,000 tons of sulphur, a million 
tonnes of cement and 50,000 ton- 
nes of fertilisers. 

The government was still awa- 
iting an assessment of the frill ext- 


ent of the losses. General Jar- 
uzelski added. 

He said failure to make up the 
losses would jeopardise the pla- 
nned four per cent growth in ind- 
ustrial output this year. 

Referring to the results obtained 
during the first part of the current 
three-year plan which expires at 
the end of this year, General Jar- 
uzelsld added: “After two months 
of 1985. there is anxiety as to whe- 
ther we do not lose what we ach- 
ieved during the past two years.” 

Genera] Jaruzelski said the 
party had overcome the mem- 
bership crisis it experienced dur- 
ing the Solidarity trade union 
upheaval when it was deserted by 
almost a million of its of members. 

Figures it issued last year said 
the membership stood at 2.2 mil- 
lion. 

General Jaruzelski forecast that 
1985 would be the first year since 
1980 when the party finished the 
year with more members that it 
had in January. 

He said he was encouraged by 
the number of people under 30 
who were taking out party cards, 
narrowing a generation gap which 
has worried the ruling politburo, 
and stressed that efforts were 
being made to keep the party 
clean. 


Conference to initiate comprehensive 
examination of Arab energy situation 


By Amal A1 Abbassi 

VIENNA (OPECNA) — The third Arab energy con- 
ference, to be held in Algiers from May 4 to 9, will 
undertake a comprehensive examination of the Arab 
energy situation, Mr. Ahmad AJ Saadi, secretary of 
the conference or gan Lang committee, told OPECNA 
last week. 


Mr. AJ Saadi, who is also ass- 
istant director general of the eco- 
nomic department of the Org- 
anisation of Arab Petroleum Exp- 
orting Countries (OAPEC). said 
the conference would consist of 
four major parts: Presentation of 
papers by OAPEC ministers, tec- 
hnical sessions, round table dis- 
cussions and working groups. 

The first day will be devoted to 
papers presented by the 14 par- 
ticipating Arab ministers of ene- 
rgy and oil. reflecting the energy 


situation in their countries. 

The 17 conference sessions and 
the three round tables will be cha- 
ired by the ministers. 

Three technical sessions are to 
be held on energy resources, ene- 
rgy demand and the oil industry, 
with 14 papers to be presented to 
each session, according to Mr. AJ 
Saadi.* 

The round tables will be devoted 
to the role of energy in int- 
ernational cooperation, inv- 
estment requirements for energy 


in Arab countries and manpower 
and training requirements for the 
energy sector in the Arab World. 

About seven papers are exp- 
ected to be presented on each sub- 
ject. 

Mr. Al Saadi said three working 
groups would be formed to exa- 
mine electricity cooperation bet- 
ween Arab countries, nuclear 
power and water desalination 
plants. 

The recommendations will be 
submitted by the ministers to their 
governments for consideration. 

The conference is being org- 
anised by a committee comprising 
the heads of the sponsoring org- 
anisations, namely: Dr. Ali A. 
Attiga, OAPEC secretary gen- 
eral, Mr. Mohammad Amady, 
director general of the Arab Fund 
for Economic Development, Mr. 
Hatim Rashid, director general of 


the Arab Industrial Development 
Organisation, Mr. Aiawi Moh- 
ammed L, director of the Arab 
Minerals Organisation and Mr. 
Hasan Zalzalah, deputy secretary 
general of the Arab League. 

Mr. Chadli KlibL the league's 
secretary general, will address the 
opening session. 

About 500 participants are exp- 
ected to attend, including rep- 
resentatives from Arab and int- 
ernational energy organisations. 

OPEC will be represented by 
Dr. Fadhil Al Chalabi, deputy sec- 
retary general. 

Others expected to take pan are 
specialised U.N. agencies, the 
World Bank, the International 
Monetary Fund, the Latin Ame- 
rican Energy Organisation and the 
Organisation of African Unity, in 
addition to expens from the int- 
ernational oil industry. 


Inter- American Development Bank 
to focus on L. American debt crisis 


VIENNA (OPECNA) — Con- 
cern over Latin America's huge 
and growing foreign debt — cur- 
rently estimated at between S360 
and S3 80 billion — will be the key- 
issue at the annual meeting of the 
Inter-American Development 
Bank to be held here from March 
25 to 27. 

Finance ministers, central bank 
governors and other officials who 
make up the bank’s governing 
board will be meeting outside the 
Western hemisphere for only the 
second time since the institution 
was set up 25 years ago. 

The gathering has become the 
most important annua! forum of 
its kind on the financial and eco- 
nomic development situation in 
the region. 

The bank’s annual report for 
1984, due 10 be released as the 
meeting gets underway, is und- 
erstood to take a less optimistic 
line on the region's chances of sol- ■ 
ving its economic problems than 
expressed by the World Bank or 
the International Monetary Fund. 


While accepting that the worst 
of the crisis might be over, the 
bank's financial experts point out 
that a long-term solution to the 
debt problem is still no nearer and 
further efforts involving gov- 
ernments and centra] banks are 
essential. 

Last year, the institution app- 
roved more than 535 billion in 
loans for development projects in 
the region and promoted speciaJ 
measures to help Latin American 
and Caribbean countries cope 
with their economic difficulties, 
including programmes to sti- 
mulate industrial reactivation and 
make the bank's operations more 
flexible. 

An important step before the 
formal opening of the annual mee- 
ting will be the expected rat- 
ification on March 23 of one of the 
bank’s most notable recent ach- 
ievements, the creation of an 
Inter-American Investment Cor- 
poration with an initial capital of 
S200 million. 

OPEC member countries Ven- 


ezuela and Ecuador are rep- 
resented on the corporation, des- 
igned to promote the est- 
ablishment, expansion and mod- 
ernisation of small and medium- 
scale private enterprises in the reg- 
ion, with money also channelled to 
firms with some state par- 
ticipation. 

A bank spokesman told OPE- 
CNA: “This is an area which we 
have not concentrated on in the 
past, but we feel th3t from the 
point, of view of job creation, it is 
very important to help small firms. 
The corporation’s work will be 
assisted through state org- 
anisations and large private com- 
panies." 

Ecuador will be represented at 
the annual meeting by Finance 
Minister Francisco Swett and cen- 
tral bank director Dr. Carlos Julio 
Emanuel, while from Venezuela, 
finance minister Dr. Manuel Azp- 
urua, or Venezuelan Investment 
Fund President Carlos Rafael 
Silva, is likely to attend. 

Venezuela began 1985 with a 


preliminary agreement to ren- 
egotiate more than S20.75 billion 
of its $27 billion public sector for- 
eign debt. ■ 

Ecuador has also had successful 
negotiations on its foreign debt of 
95.7 billion since the inauguration 
last August of the administration 
of President Leon Febres Cor- 
dero. 

Altogether. 2.500 participants 
are expected at the bank meeting, 
including government del- 
egations, officials of regional aad 
international institutions, and rep- 
resentatives of private commercial 
banks and industry. 

During its 25 years of ope- 
rations. the bank has lent S28 bil- 
lion for economic and social dev- 
elopment projects costing a total 
of $100 billion. 

The first board of governors’ 
meeting was held in San Salvador 
in I960 attended by rep- 
resentatives of the founding 19 
Latin American countries and the 
United States. Subsequently, reg- 
ional states, joined the bank. 


China bursts onto commodity markets 


PEKING (R) — China's one bil- 
lion people — a quarter of ihe 
world’s population — are pro- 
ducing. eating and buying in gre- 
ater quantities, making their cou- 
ntry a major force on international 
commodity markets. 

Radical economic reforms have 
transformed China from a country 
whose economic inefficiency only 
a few years ago made it dependent 
on foreign grain to feed its people. 

The individual Chinese may 
consume little by world standards. 
For example, official figures show 
they eat an average of only four 
kilogrammes of sugar a year, a 
mere tenth of Western con- 
sumption. 

But as a whole China has a huge 
appetite for raw materials that is 
growing as Peking seeks to raise 
living standards. 

Peking’s decisions can now 
mean hardship for farmers in the 
United States, more competition 


for Europe's hard-pressed textile 
industries and bigger markets for 
Japanese steel. For the fragile 
single-commodity economies of 
many Third World nations they 
can be crucial. 

Government incentives to far- 
mers have produced four suc- 
cessive record grain crops, sla- 
shing import needs. 

Chinese customs figures show 
grain imports fell in the past five 
years from around 15 million 
tonnes to 10 million. Major sup- 
pliers such as the United States, 
Canada and Australia have seen 
their China market dwindling. 

The same incentives have turned 
China from a net cotton importer 
to a net exporter, while the gov- 
ernment’s ambitious programmes 
have lifted metal imports to record 
levels as it buys iron, steel, copper 
and aluminium for its growing 
industries. 

In sugar, oilseeds, wool, rubber. 


zinc, lead and a dozen.-sraaller 
commodities, China has become 
impossible to ignore as either a 
seller or buyer. 

Foreign traders say Chinese 
operators are becoming inc- 
reasingly sophisticated at playing 
world markets, buying at a low 
price and selling at a high one. 

The government has made dear 
that its priority is to meet the rising 
demands of its own people. 

Western economists say the 
question therefore for all major 
traded commodities is how far 
domestic supply will be able to sat- 
isfy this demand in the future. 

Chinese economists see two 
main problems. 

The first is a relatively short- 
term imbalance in domestic sup- 
ply and demand and related tra- 
nsport and price problems. 

For example, chicken farmers in 
the south have withheld eggs from 
local markets as the selling price 


does not cover their costs. But in 
the north eggs are a luxury. 

The second is a more serious and 
long-term one of limited res- 
ources. This is nowhere clearer 
than in fanning. 

Past policies of blindly enc- 
ouraging population growth, unt- 
hinking deforestation and des- 
truction of grassland have created 
serious pollution and erosion. 

From 1955 to 1977 China’s ara- 
ble land fell 11 per cent but its 
population rose 47 per cent, off- 
icial figures show. 

Yet Chinese economists believe 
the government can go far towards 
solving the main structural pro- 
blems within a decade. 

In particular they want to see 
improved transport to iron out 
local supluses and shortages, a 
more market-related pricing sys- 
tem and a drive to increase the 
quality of goods produced. 


Peanuts 


EVER* TIME UlE COME 
TO ONE OF THESE 
CONCERTS, THEV PLAV 
‘ PETER AND THE WOLF" 


THEV MUST THINK UlE 
DON'T UNDERSTAND 
ANYTHIN© ELSE 


DON T YOU LIRE 1 PETER 
AND THE UJOLF ‘7 


I PONT KN0U)..rVE 
NEVER UNDERSTOOD IT! 



Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 


. YOU CAN'T BEAT THIS 
INSURANCE POLICY SB?!!.-*, 
1 IT COVERS EVERV- 1 
THINS ! 



/does it protect 
ME FROM BEING 

BORED TO 


CBeTAtNLV, SIC ! THE ) 
ft mimi mr <Jni i vVo 



THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


Csnrighl 1 WU Tbm t *gmr and Mmm Inc. 



'This is your husband. I'm not in now. Please 
leave your complaint when you hear 
the tone...." 


Andy Capp 



DONOU THINK 
YOU’RE PIT ENOUGH 
TO PLAVfOCsflJV? 





OF COURSE 
I AM.' JUST 
BECAUSE I 
HAD A FEW 
DRINKS AT 
UJ4CHTME 
— FT MAKES. 
ME SHARPER, 
IF ANYTHING 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by HenrJ Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


Fh 

ALCK 




□ 

□ 


PEWID 



LJ 

□ 

□ 


OBNIBB 



_ 

_ 

_ 




YORRAM 


□ 




| THE MODEL DEC 
TO MARRY THE 

arti&t BECAUSE 

©HE Vi£A© THIS. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hen,: £ J 'j I I ) TO [ X I i 


Saturday's 


Jumbles: BURLY MOUSE 


(Answers tomorrow) 
PELVIS AWHILE 


Answer. What that inquisitive child was— 
A LIVE "WHYER" 
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Moscow agrees to open 
arms talks as planned 


GENEVA (R) — The Soviet Union signalled con-, 
tinuity In foreign policy Monday by agreeing swiftly 
to open arms talks with the United States Tuesday as 
planned despite the death of President Konstantin 
Chernenko. 


Moscow’s agreement on a "bus- 
iness as usual'’ approach was ann- 
ounced in Geneva only hali- 
an-hour after Mr. Chernenko's 
death was officially confirmed by 
thc Kremlin leadership. 

U.S. delegation spokesman Jos- 
eph Lehman said a senior Soviet 
diplomat aL a scheduled pre- 
paratory meeting Monday mor- 
ning agreed that the first sup- 
erpower arms negotiations in 15 
months should go ahead "as pla- 
nned”. 

American diplomats had exp- 
ected that the Soviet delegation, 
which arrived here Sunday a few 
hours before Mr. Chernenko died, 
would ask for a delay until after his 
funeral. 

Western officials said the dec- 
ision to open the talks on sch- 
edule. obviously cleared with 
Moscow, was encouraging, it 
showed the Soviet government 
wanted to demonstrate a con- 
tinuing line in foreign policy des- 
pite the leadership change. 

It also appeared to underline the 
urgency which the Soviet Linton 
attached to the talks on space 
arms, long-range nuclear wea- 
pons. and European-based mis- 
siles. the officials said. 

Soviet delegation Chief Viktor 
Karpov promised a businesslike 


and constructive approach when 
he arrived with a group of about 
Hit) aidrs ami urged that far- 
tcuclung divisions should be 
taken in the He go nations. 

The go-ahead was announced as 
L'.S chief negotiator Max Kam- 
pelmun was in Brussels briefing 
NATO allies on U.S. tactics. 


Western uttleials said there sho- 
uld be no problems for the Soviet 
delegation in the early stages of 
the talks because basic Kremlin 
positions had been settled well in 
advance and were reconfirmed by 
the ruling politburo only last 
week. 

The negotiators would have' to 
seek fresh instructions when the 
United States introduced new 
proposals, but diplomats close to 
the U.S. delegation said this might 
not be for some time. 


The first meeting Tuesday will 
be a geL-acquainted session bet- 
ween Mr. Kampelman and Mr. 
Karpov at the Soviet mission to 
the United Nations in Geneva. 
They will be flanked by their neg- 
otiators in sub-groups dealing 
with the three types of weapons. 

The decision to continue nor- 
mally was taken at a hour-long 
meeting between the executive 
secretaries of the two delegations. 


Warren Zimmerman and Vla- 
dimir Alexandrov, at the Geneva 
offices of the LLS. Arms Control 
Agency. 

The talks are acknowledged by 
both sides as a fresh start following 
a Soviet walkout from separate 
negotiations on strategic and 
medium-range missiles in Geneva 
in 1983. 

The key issue this time will be 
Moscow’s strenuous attempt to 
halt President Reagan's Strategic 
Defence Initiative or Star Wars 
programme which is intended 
eventually to destroy offensive 
missiles "before they can reach 
their targets. 

U.S. officials say agreement 
would be easier on strategic wea- 
pons. but that discussions on 
European -based missiles are also 
likely to be difficult, with a real 
risk that Moscow will hold up 
work in other areas until the space 
issue is settled. 

American delegates have ref- 
used to say whether they are car- 
rying specific new proposals in one 
or ail of the three negotiating 
areas. But they are expected gra- 
dually to unveil new ideas on the 
whole range of arms control pol- 
icy. 

The three senior U.S. Geneva 
negotiators, led by Mr. Kam- 
pclman. met the NATO council of 
ambassadors under Secretary- 
General Lord Carrington to brief 
them on U.S. strategy, including 
controversial space defence pro- 
posals. 


Vietnamese capture last 
major Kampuchean base 


BANGKOK (R) — Kampuchean 
guerrillas were driven out of their 
last major base near the Thai bor- 
der Monday by Vietnamese tro- 
ops who launched heavy ground 
and artillery assaults. Thai mil- 
itary officers said. 

But the officers and diplomats 
said the setback was not a death 
blow to the cause of the guerrillas 
and that they could regain the 
upper hand by taking Lhe fight 
deeper into the interior ot Kam- 
puchea. 

A Thai army spokesman said 
that during the fighting lor the 
base at Green Hill. Thai planes 
bombed and Straled 1.200 Vie- 
tnamese troops who had been ins- 
ide Thailand trying tc seize Green 
Hill, also known as Tatum, from 
the rear. 

Thai officers said guerrillas of 
the Sihanouk ian National Army 
( ANSj abandoned their Kam- 
puchean headquarters after hol- 
ding nut for a week against art- 
illery barrages and Vietnamese 
infantry attacks. 

An authoritative Thai military 
source said Prince Norodom Sih- 
anouk gave the retreat order 
Monday morning to spare possible 
slaughter or capture of the camp’s 
estimated 3.000 defenders. 

The capture of Green Hill, the 
mountain stronghold of Prince 
Sihanmik. climaxed a dry-season 
offensive launched by Vietnamese 
troops in mid-November. 

It marked the first time since 
they inv uded Kampuchea six years 
ago that Hanoi's lorccs managed 
to overrun all the major border 
bases nt the anti-V leinamese Coa- 
lition Government ol Democratic 
Kampuchea (CGDK). 

The events at Green Hill coi- 
ncided will - the arrival m Bangkok 


Monday of Chinese President Li 
Niannian for a five-day visit seen 
by Thai officials as a show of sup- 
port for Thailand in its conflict 
with Vietnam. 

Western diplomats said the Vie- 
tnamese assault against the only 
remaining guerrilla base on the 
Thai-Kampuchean border was 
aimed at embarrassing the Chi- 
nese president. 

By most official accounts, the 
guerrillas’ strength is still intact 
and there should be no major pro- 
blems in resupplying them in the 
interior of Kampuchea. 

The consensus of such accounts 
is that even if Vietnamese troops 
maintain a year-round presence 
on the Thai-Kampuchean border 
they will be unable to seal the 
700-kilomctre long frontier. 

Thai officers said that to mount 
the earlier than usual diy-scason 
offensive the Vietnamese and the 
Phnom Penh government had to 
deplete their manpower in the int- 
erior. As a result their defence 
positions were now more vul- 
nerable to guerrilla attacks, the 
officers said. 


Meanwhile the New China News 
Agency (NCNA) said Monday 
Chinese frontier troops have rep- 
ulsed more than 20 Vietnamese 
attacks into Yunnan province in 
the past three days despite mas- 
sive artillery barrages. 

China and Vietnam have acc- 
used each other this month ol ste- 
pping up violence along their bor- 
der. killing many people. • 

Pew concrete details have eme- 
rged. but diplomats in Peking say 
they believe Chinese forces hold 
several strategic hills along the 
border previously held by Vie- 
tnam. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
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favorites. ‘I hat makes quite a list, 
r or the lime being, thrri-torr. we 
are devoting the Sunday column to 
a serii-snf famous hands. At the end 
of the series we wiJJ go bark to 
our wrrklv question and answer 
column 
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Pakistani 

opposition 

ridicules 

amended 

constitution 


ISLAMABAD (R) - Leading 
Pakistani opposition politicians 
have ridiculed a partial revival of 
the country’s suspended con- 
stitution by military ruler Gen. 
Muhammad Zia Ul Haq. 

Gen. Zia announced the revival 
Sunday, but included ame- 
ndments announced earlier this 
month which give him sweeping 
presidential powers. He also said 
martial law and a ban on political 
panics would continue lor ihe 
time being. 

“This is another fraud to hoo- 
dwink the people of Pakistan.” 
National Democratic Party leader 
Abdul Wali Khan said. 

He said it would be a joke that 
mania! law should continue par- 
allel to a parliament, which is due 
to open on March 23. 

"There can be no rule of law 
without lundamental rights and 
also no constitution in the pro- 
vince of martial law.” he said. 

The opposition said Gen. Zia’s 
amendments demolished the 
Western-type parliamentary 
form of government the sus- 
pended 1973 constitution env- 
isioned. 

" it is a dev ice to perpetuate mar- 
tial law." Tehrik-I istiqlal Party 
leader Asghar Khan told rep- 
oners. 

He said Gen. Zia had no 
right to distort the constitution. 
"The so-called restoration is des- 
igned to regularise illegal and 
extra-constitutional measures of 
the past eight years." he said. 

The Non h- West Frontier pro- 
vince president of the opposition 
Pakistan People’s Pany (PPPj . 
Altab Ahmad Sherpao. said in the 
provincial capital Peshawar that 
Gen. Zia had introduced a brand 
new constitution to meet his own 
wishes and requirements. 

He said the partial revival of the 
constitution was meaningless 
when citizens were still denied 
lundamental rights. 

Gen. Zia suspended the con- 
stitution on seizing power in a 
coup in 1977 that toppled Prime 
Minister Zullikar Ali Bhutto, who 
was later hanged. 



Chernenko’s leadership marked by caution 


MOSCOW (Rl — Konstantin 
Chernenko's brief leadership of 
the Soviet Union was dogged by 
an image of illness and frailty 
from the day he became the old- 
est man to take power in the 
Kremlin. 

Mr. Chernenko. 73 at his 
death, was seen as a stopgap 
leader, chosen by the con- 
servative “old guard" of the 
ruling politburo who were unw- 
illing to transfer power to a 
younger man. 

As soon as be took office on 
Feb. 13, 1984, diplomats and 
ordinary Soviets began spe- 
culating on bis likely successor. 
Western doctors said he suf- 
fered from a respiratory ail- 
ment. 

For many. Mr. Chernenko 
represented a step back from 
the short but vigorous lea- 
dership of Yuri Andropov to 
the cautious style of Leonid 
Brezhnev, the man whom he 
served as office manager for 
two decades. 

Mr. Chernenko's 13-month 
stewardship was marked by a 
lack of firm direction at home 
and wavering in foreign policy 
that was followed by a shift in 
the Kremlin's approach to 
Washington. 

After rejecting overtures 
from President Reagan and 
leading a boycott of tile Los 
Angeles Olympics, Moscow 
agreed last September to reo- 
pen a dialogue with the United 
States. 

The two superpowers agreed 
in January to full-scale neg- 
otiations on nuclear arms, 
which were scheduled to open 
Tuesday in Geneva. 

Diplomats detected Mr. Che- 
rnenko's hand in the moves to 
resume the Hast- West dialogue, 
but they say the shift was pro- 
bably the result of a rea- 
ssessment promoted by Foreign 
Minister Andrei Gromyko and 
other politburo figures. 

A consensus among the pol- 
itburo old guard and younger 
figures led by Mikhail Gor- 
bachev — thought likely to suc- 
ceed Mr. Chernenko — was 
seen by diplomats as the main 
factor behind domestic policies. 

The Kremlin has maintained 
a programme of limited eco-. 
nomic reform launched by Mr. 
Andropov and his anti-graft 
campaign. 

The economy continued to 
show modest improvement over 
the stagnation of the late 1970s 
and the corruption drive was 
punctuated with a few spe- 
ctacular cases, such as the exe- 
cution last July of the manager 
of Moscow "s lead ing food store. 

But analysts said Mr. Che- 
rnenko's leadership had slowed 
reforms and softened the drive 
to weed out senior officials in 
the ministry and party, where 


Mr. Chernenko had spent his 
entire career. 

“A lot of people in the party 
breathed a sigh of relief when 
Mr. Chernenko took over,** 
oik diplomat said. 

Ordinary people w31 rem- 
ember his tong speeches, del- 
ivered in a breathless and fal- 
tering style, praising orthodox 
ideology and condemning inn- 
ovation in literature and the 
arts. 

Diplomats said they believed 
that throughout his rule Mr. 
Chernenko was happy to be 
guided both by his advisers and 
by the majority view in the pol- 
itburo on international affairs. 

A stocky, white-haired man 
from Krasnoyarsk in Siberia, 
Mr. Chernenko became closely 
associated with Mr. Brezhnev 
when both were serving in the 
party apparatus in Moldavia in 
1950. As Brezhnev moved np 
the party ladder he took Mr. 
Chernenko with him. 

After performing the duties 
of office manager for 20 years 
be was elevated to the politburo 
in the 1970s and Mr. Brezhnev 
began grooming his protege for 
the succession. 

These plans were thwarted 
by the rise of the former KGB 
chief Andropov, who took 
power on Mr. Brezhnev's death 
in November 1 982. He lau- 
nched a vigorous programme to 
# purge the party or old and Inc- 
ompetent officials and also int- 
roduce economic reforms. 

Mr. Chernenko's career 
appeared to be in eclipse, but 
Mr. Andropov's physical dec- 
line reversed his fortunes. 

Most Western analysts bel- 
ieve he became the rallying 
point for conservative party off- 
icials alarmed by Mr. And- 
ropov's course and say it was 
this support which ensured him 
the succession when the then 
president died iu February last 
year. 

Once in power Mr. Che- 
rnenko voiced backing for his 
predecessor's economic ref- 
orms and crackdown on cor- 
ruption. But Western dip- 
lomats say that in practice he 
slowed both. 



Konkantin Chernenko 


Closer links with Arabs 


The only area where the Sov- 
iet Union showed major activity 
under Mr. Chernenko was the 
Middle East, where it tried to 
cultivate closer links with Arab 
states of all political per- 
suasions. 

The one area where Mr. 
Chernenko made vigorous att- 
empts to impose his own per- 
sonal stamp was culture. He 
fiercely bit out at Western inf- 
luences in the arts and dem- 
anded a return to the values of 
1930s-style “Socialist rea- 


lism'’. which required the arts 
to serve as an adjunct of party 
propaganda. 

Appalled by wbat they saw as 
a stifling atmosphere in Mos- 
cow, two prominent cultural 
figures, theatre director Yuri 
Lyubimov and film director 
Andrei Tarkovsky, decided to 
stay and work in the West. 

The Kremlin leader fre- 
quently criticised the attitudes 
of Soviet teenagers, con- 
demning their fondness: for 
Western fashions and accusing 
them of laziness and ing- 
ratitude. The effect among 
Moscow youngsters appears to 
have been to intensify feelings 
of cynicism and indifference 
towards the leadership. 

Born on September 24, 1911, 
into a peasant family in a village 
near Krasnoyarsk, Konstantin 
Ustinovich Chernenko left sch- 
ool at the age of 12 after only 
rudimentary education. 

He joined the Communist 
Party in 1931 while serving in a 
border guard detachment near 
the Chinese frontier and bat- 
tling Muslim guerrillas opposed 
to Communist rule. 

He returned to his native reg- 
ion to pursue a career as a party 
propagandist and after a two- 
year course at a party school in 
Moscow was sent to Moldavia 
in 1948. 

It was there that he cemented 
his relationship with Mr. Bre- 
zhnev and overcame a major 
barrier to his further pro- 
motion, a lack of any qua- 
lifications, by attending courses 
at a teacher training college in 


Mr. Brezhnev brought him 
to Moscow in 1956 and when he 
became head of state in I960, 
appointed Mr. Chernenko as 
head of his secretariat. 

Four years later, when Mr. 
Brezhnev became party leader, 
be put Mr. Chernenko in cha- 
rge of the party's general dep- 
artment. an administrative post 
-which gave him access to all 
personal files and allowed him 


to organise day-to-day Kremlin 
business. 

Mr. Chernenko was made a 
candidate member of the pol- 
itburo in 1977, promoted to fall 
membership a year later and 
was almost always at the lea- 
der’s side in subsequent public 
appearances. 

Outmanoeuvred by Mr. 
Andropov in 1982, Mr. Che- 
rnenko appeared to be in dec- 
line For several months but 
began to bounce back as the 
new Kremlin chief ideologist. 

Upon Mr. Andropov’s death 
early last year he was named 
new general secretary and 
made state president two 
months later. 

Most Kremlin-watchers bel- 
ieve Mr. Chernenko’s ultimate 
success in securing the lea- 
dership was based more on his 
previous association with Mr. 
Brezhnev than his own merits. 

“Chernenko did not get to 
the top through ou ts tandi n g 
ability. For people frightened 
by the Andropov regime he was 
the closest thing to another Bre- 
zhnev,” one diplomat said. 

Some Westerners who have 
dealt with Mr. Chernenko have 
voiced similarly unflattering 
views. Malcolm Toon, a former 
U.S. ambassador to Moscow, 
said: “The only impression 1 
formed or him was that he was a 
dullard.” 

His leadership style was in 
many ways modelled on Mr. 
Brezhnev, in sharp contrast 
with the modest and almost asc- 
etic Andropov. 

Despite his almost daily app- 
earances on television and signs 
of a growing personality cult, 
speculation about Mr. Che- 
rnenko's health and likely ten- 
ure in office persisted. 

When he was absent from 
public view for almost two 
months in the middle of last 
year some Soviet officials began 
spreading rumours that he was 
about to step down. 

The state media almost dro- 
pped references to the leader 
during his absence, seen by 
Western analysts as a sign that 
he wielded little real authority 
in the upper echelons of the 
party apparatus. 

According to Western exp- 
erts the Kremlin chief suffered 
from emphysema, a lung ail- 
ment which makes breathing 
difficult and imposes strains on 
the heart. 

Amid continuing doubts 
about Mr. Chernenko’s ability 
to hold on to power for long, 
most Western analysts turned 
their attention to the likely con- 
tenders for his succession. 

They saw a rivalry between 
politburo members Mikhail 
Gorbachev, and Grigory Rom- 
anov. 62, both allies of Mr. 
Andropov. 


FDP, Liberals victorious 
in German state polls 


BONN ( R ) — Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl’s Christian Democrats 
(C'DL f ) have been ousted Irom 
power in state elections in the Saa- 
rland by a radical left-winger 
committed to expelling LLS. nuc- 
lear forces trom West Germany. 

But the CDU and their Bonn 
coalition partners, the Free Dem- 
ocrats (FDPJ retained office in a 
simultaneous poll in West Berlin 
Sunday and the Liberal FDP inc- 
reased its share of the vote in both 
states against earlier expectations. 

The greatest triumph in the polls 
went to the Saarland’s Social 
Democrats (SDP). headed by 
41 -year-old Oskar Lalontaine. 
who secured an o\ erall majority in 
the local assembly to form the 
Roman Catholic state’s first-ever 
SPD administration. 

Mr. Lafontaine. a fiery orator 
who enjoys a huge following 
among young SPD members, has 
called tor the expulsion of L T .S. 
unclear forces from the country 
and West Germany’s withdrawal 
from NATO’s military structure. 

Following his victory. SPD Cha- 
irman Willy Brandt said on tel- 
evision he was convinced Mr. Lal- 
ontames influence within the 
party as a whole would now inc- 


rease. 

Mr. Kohl said after the results 
were announced that the defeat of 
the CDU and FDP in the Saarland 
had been a "painful loss” but that 
he was pleased by the coalition’s 
success in Berlin. 


He said he considered the Bonn 
coalition had been consolidated 
by the FDP’s strong showing, 
which made clear the pany had 
emerged from two years of inner 
turmoil and electoral defeats. 

In West Berlin, once an SPD 
bastion. Mayor Eberhard Die- 
pgen’s centre-right alliance inc- 
reased its overall majority and inf- 
licted a resounding defeat on the 
SPD. who registered their worst 
result in the cilv since World War 
II. 


Political commentators said the 
outcome would mark out Mr. 
Dicpgen. 43. who has achieved 
considerable popularity in W'csi 
Berlin after only a year in office, as 
one of the rising stars of the Chr- 
istian Democratic Movement. 

Anti-nuclear groups, which had 
scored stunning successes in rec- 
ent West German elections, ach- 
ieved only a mixed result in Sun- 
day's b allots. 


Salvadorean army starts anti-rebel sweep 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — Tho- 
usands of government troops 
moved against leftist guerrilla str- 
ongholds in northern El Salvador 
as pan of a big operation said by 
the rebels to involve also the 
armed forces of neighbouring 

Honduras. 

Military sources in the capital 
said some 4.000 troops, backed by 
artillery units and ground-assault 
jets, pushed into mountainous 
northern reaches of Chalatenango 
province to seek out and destroy 
rebel concentrations in the area 
before national legislative ele- 
ctions due late this month. 

Guerrilla Radio Farabundo 
Marti has said the operation 
would be coordinated with Hon- 
duran troops on both sides of the 
two countries' shared border. 

"The decision of rhe Honduran 


army to participate tn the 
counter-insurgency operation is a 
dangerous step toward the reg- 
ion alisat ion of the Salvadorean 
conflict." the radio said. 

The rebel radio charged the 
joint operation was carried out at 
the insistence ol the United States 
the chief military ally of both El 
Salvador and Honduras. 

Military spokesmen could not 
confirm Honduras' participation 
but Air Force Chief Gen. Juan 
Rafael Bustillo told Reuters that 
Salvadorean and Honduran off- 
icials in border areas were in direct 
communication during military 
operations. 

Salvadorean army Chief of Staff 
Gen. Adolfo Blandon told rep- 
oners last week that talks were 
underway with the Honduran 
army to coordinate actions against 


the rebels of the Farabundo Man! 
National Liberation From 
(FMLNJ. 

"it is necessary that we com- 
municate and coordij&te our for- 
ces for security reasons.” Gen. 
Blandon said. 

He also said El Salvador wanted 
military access to a range of mou- 
ntains in Chalatenango known as 
the Boboncs which both countries 
claim as their own and which the 
government here says is used by 
the guerrillas as a refuge. 

According to military spo- 
kesmen here. Col. Sigifrcdo 
Ochoa Perez, the commander of 
all forces in Chalatenango pro- 
vince. has met Honduran military 
officials in the Honduran town of 
Nuevo Octopeque to d iscuss joint 
military operations. 


French electorate swings 
to right in local election 


PARIS (AP) — The French ele- 
ctorate swung to the right in local 
elections, issuing a warning to Soc- 
ialist President Francois Mit- 
terrand and giving new credibility 
to the extreme right national 
Front Party. 

In the first round of elections 
widely viewed as a tunc-up for 
next spring's voting for a new Nat- 
ional Assembly, the combined 
total of rightist parties was 5N.4 
per cent, according to the latest 
figures available early Monday. 
The left, which came to power nat- 
ionally in May and June 1 1 . had 

41.1 per cent. 

The voters were choosing rep- 
resentatives for General Councils 
in France’s 95 metropolitan and 
tour overseas departments, or 
counties. Half of the scats on the 


General Councils are filled every 
three years tor six-year terms. 

Leaders of rhe Nco-Gauilist 
Rally for the Republic (RPR) and 
the centrist Union for French 
Democracy (UDF) claimed that 
French voters had rejected Soc- 
ialism and that the opposition 
would oust thedeft from the Nat- 
ional Assembly next March. 

The RPR and UDF also were 
delighted that, along with minor 
rightist parties, they won half of 
the votes and would not need the 
H.4 per cent won by Jean-Marie 
Le Pen's National Front, which in 
the past year has risen from obs- 
curity to be a force in French pol- 
itics. 

The RPR and UDF vote total 
was 33.5 percent. Diverse rightist 
candidates won 16.5 per cent. 


Lange orders bugging 
check after ship-ban leak 


WELLINGTON (R>— New Zea- 
land Prime Minister David Lange 
Monday said he ordered his office 
checked for listening devices in 
January after details of a con- 
versation with the U.S. amb- 
assador here were leaked jo a 
news organisation "in a matter of 
minutes.” 

The search revealed nothing but 
Mr. Lange said the leak stopped 
New Zealand and the United Sta- 
tes from reaching any compromise 
agreement on Wellington’s refusal 
to permit visits by n udear-capaWe 
warships. . x- 

The ban has caused a crisis' m 
relations between the two cou- 
ntries and in the ANZUS defence 
pacr which links New Zealand and 
the United States with Australia. 

Mr. Lange said the leak detailed 
his request to the United States to 
change the type of warship For 
which port-call approval had been 
requested to a class of ship inc- . 
apable of carrying nuclear wea- 
pons. 

Such a change would have com- 
plied both with New Zealand’s 
ami-nuclear policy and wkh Was- 
hington's long-held stance of ref- ' 


using to confirm or deny the car- 
riage of nuclear weapons. 

Asked il the leak had prevented 
the mutually face-saving swap 
from being, successfully neg- 
otiated. Mr. Lange replied; **Oh 
yes. obviously we would have 
been well on course for that." 

The New Zealand leader said he 
was confident His own officials had 
not revealed the discussions with 
U.S. Ambassador Monroe Bro- 
wne. 

Asked who might have been 
responsible for. the leak, he said: 
- Tve no idea All ! am saying is 
that (the request was made public) 
and it effectively torpedoed the 
chance of having a visit from an 
obviously conventionally-armed 
and powered warship.” 

Mr. Lange said the leak was not 

in New Zealand’s interests but he 
refused to speculate r>n who could 
have bene fitted from it. 

While it was publicly known at 
the time of the- Jan. 29 meeting 
that Washington had asked New 
Zealand to accept a warship visit 
the exact type of vessel under con- 
sideration hid not then been dis- 
closed. 


Capri plans to cover 
main square 


CAPRI. Italy (AP) — Capri, the 

sparkling island off the coast of 
Naples, is planning to cover its 
most popular square with a mov- 
able roof to keep out winter winds, 
and rain. “This way. Capri will 
have the possibility to schedule in 
advance cultural spectacles, con- 
certs and shows even during bad 
weather." Urban Planning Com- 
missioner Mario Coppola said. 
Officials say they hope to have 
either a tent-like roof or a dome 
over the 400-sq uare metre square, 
known as the "Piazzetta. the isl- 
and’s main gathering place. They 
said the Piazzetta would be cov- 
ered from September to March, 
adding the roof would be removed 
during the high season for tounsts 
to this mountainous island. Capri 
officials announced an arc- 
hitectural competition aimed at 
designers around the world, with a 
first prize of 5 million lire 
($2,500). The island is a popular 
spot for tourists from around the 
world. 


H. Kong’s red light 
zone under debate 


HONG KONG (R) — The gov- 
ernment is seeking public opinion 
on setting up special sex districts 
to combat the problem of pro- 
stitution in crowded residential 
areas of Hong Kong, an official 
said Monday. Bowen Leung said 
hundreds of prostitutes had found 
a loop-hole in the law which all- 
owed them to operate “one girl 
brothels” in apartment blocks and 
this had led to angry complaints 
from residents. The government 
had proposed "red light zones” to 
remove the problem and public 
opinion was being tested, he said. 
Mr. Leung said residents com- 
plained that their wives and dau- 
ghters were being harassed by pat- 
rons of the brothels who also burnt 
fake money on the stairs to app- 
ease their gods while they had ill- 
icit sex. The residents objected to 
neon signs at brothel windows 
which described in detail services 
offered. , he said. Reaction to the 
proposal has been mixed. Some 
people worried that their nei- 
ghbourhood would be chosen as a 
sex zone while others said it would 
keep vice away from decent peo- 
ple. Mr. Leung added. Lawyers 
said that under existing law it is 
difficult to convict prostitutes 
working alone. 


Swiss reject extra 
week of paid 
annual holiday 


GENEVA (R) — The Swiss have 
rejected a one-week increase in 
paid annual holiday, according to 
provisional results of a national 
referendum. The referendum 
proposed that all workers over 40 
be guaranteed a minimum of five 
weeks ot annual paid holiday ins- 
tead of the present four weeks. 
Officials said 14 cantons hod rej- 
ected the proposal, which needs a 
majority of the total popular vote 
and a majority vote in over half of 
the country’ s 24 cantons to pass. 


Paper shortage hits 
Polish newspapers 


WARSAW (R) _ p 0 H sh 

new- 
spapers including national dailies 
are being cut in size because of a 
worsening paper shortage caused 
by the country’s economic crisis 
and shortage of hard currency. 
Zyc'e Warszawy. the biggest- 
sellmg daily, was reduced by two 
pages from Friday and other new- 
spapers will be affected from the 
middle of the month, the Gnv- 
emment Planning Commission 
said. Weekly publications will be 
reduced by as much as 30 per cent 
as a result of a fall by half in imp- 
orts and declining output from 
Polish paper mills using obsolete 
machinery. 


Picasso painting 
stolen from gallery 


CHICAGO. Illinois (AP) - 
■ SS ? a .E aiMin 8 worth an 
unaied$ 3 k.0 00 was stolen fro 
privately owned art gallery 

2*??? S J!? agnificent Mile, 
i saiJ. The painting, titled 
Couche Et Joueur De Flute (F 

52 ” udc Flutist). 

Rfchard P 8 V J?V nS room in 
Li Tho ^Gallery. said P c 

3n k Mc Gady. Paul G 

Sfirzzvi 

GadyS and left with il ” 1 
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